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Prepared  by  the  Super in tendent ’s Of f ice  

 

Welcome! 
 

 
At the October 1, 2009 Board Meeting, the Board selected 
a new Principal for Wells Middle School, Jose Araux.  
Mr. Araux has been an Assistant Principal in Guidance 
with the Moreno Valley Unified School District since 
November 2007. He has previously served as a Middle 
School Assistant Principal with the Perris Union High 
School District for 3 years. Mr. Araux has also been a 
math teacher for Jurupa Valley High School.  Jose Araux 
distinguished himself with his mathematics instruction 
and his connection to the community when he was a math 
teacher at Wells Middle (Intermediate) School. 

 
Mr. Araux received his bachelor’s degree in Education from Escuela Normal 
Superior de Sinaloa and his master’s degree in Education from California State 
University, San Bernardino. Mr. Araux has 26 years of experience in the field of 
education.  We are very pleased to welcome him back to Alvord Unified School 
District in his new role. 

 

A Sad Farewell 
The Alvord Unified School District bids a sad farewell to three members of the 
Alvord family: 
 
Debra Kroning 
Debra passed away September 27, losing her valiant battle 
with cancer.  Although Debra had only been a Board 
member since her appointment on November 6, 2008, she 
had made a significant impact on the District.  Her caring 
ways and her ability to objectively analyze all aspects of an 
issue were a true asset to the Board of Education. 
 
Judy Hamlin 
Judy passed away on September 28 from an apparent heart 
failure.  She was a 4th grade teacher at La Granada 
Elementary School and had worked for Alvord at La 
Granada since July 2003.  Judy was passionate about 
teaching and learning, was a true collaborator and was 
currently the GATE facilitator at La Granada.  Judy will 
truly be missed. 
 
Thelma Lucy Maldonado 
Lucy passed away on September 27 from an apparent 
stroke.  She was a Special Education Assistant II for the 
Special Education Department since March 2004.  Lucy 
was a kind, warm person who made a difference in Alvord. 
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Student of the Month:  
McAuliffe Elementary School is delighted to honor Roxana Munoz De Anda as the Alvord Unified School 
District Student of the Month for October 2009.  
 
Roxana is an outstanding student whose family is very supportive and proud of her accomplishments. She is 
involved in all aspects of McAuliffe. Roxana is a member of the school choir. In addition she performed 
advanced in both Language Arts and math on the last year’s STAR test. She is always willing to help fellow 
students, staff and parents when necessary. Roxana can be counted on to make good social and academic choices 
and is a great role model for classmates. Her best attributes are her friendly smile, her kind words to others and 
her positive outlook on life.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Roxana Munoz De Anda as the Alvord Unified School District Student of the 
Month for October 2009.  
 
Certificated Employee of the Month:  
McAuliffe Elementary School is proud to recognize Kai Kruse as the Alvord Unified School District 
Certificated Employee of the Month for October 2009.   
   
Kai has been an educator since 1994 and an employee of Alvord since 2001, teaching in fifth and sixth grade. 
He is a valuable asset to McAuliffe and has been the Student Council Advisor since 2002. Kai has been very 
instrumental in coordinating the 5th grade Outdoor Science Camp each year. As a result more schools are 
becoming involved in the Outdoor Science Camp. Recently, Mr. Kruse has decided to head up the school’s 
English Language Advisory Committee and be a participant on the Crystal Vision and Essential Standards 
Committee. In addition to everything else, Kai recently earned a Master’s degree in Technology Education. He 
is truly a busy, yet very effective, educator who is making a difference.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Kai Kruse as the Alvord Unified School District Certificated Employee of the 
Month for October 2009.  
  
Classified Employee of the Month:  
McAuliffe Elementary School is proud to recognize Janell Arnold as the Alvord Unified School District 
Classified Employee of the Month for October 2009.  
 
Janell has been with Alvord for the past nine year. She started off as a part-time classified employee serving in 
the capacities of Campus Supervisor and Special Education Assistant. From there she became a part-time 
Attendance Clerk, a position that has since become full-time at McAuliffe. Janell is loved by all staff. She is a 
very dedicated and efficient individual. Janell truly cares for the students, parents, staff and administration and 
works hard to make McAuliffe a great place to be. 
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Janell Arnold as the Alvord Unified School District Classified Employee of the 
Month for October 2009.  

 
Volunteer of the Month:  
McAuliffe Elementary School is proud to recognize Faiza Haque as the Alvord Unified School District 
Volunteer of the Month for October 2009. 
   
Faiza is a valuable asset to McAuliffe. She has two children who are also very actively involved with the school. 
Mrs. Haque has been an integral part of the PTA serving as chair of the PTA Reflections and as an assistant with 
the school store. In addition, she is a member of McAuliffe’s School Site Council. As a volunteer, you can 
always find Mrs. Haque volunteering in the classroom. Her quiet, unassuming demeanor is not to be mistaken 
for her ability to get students involved. She believes in high expectations.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Faiza Haque as the Alvord Unified School District Volunteer of the Month for 
October 2009. 
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Alvord Scores in Top 5 in Riverside County on API! 
 

!  Alvord Unified School District is one of the top 5 districts 
!  Rosemary Kennedy Elementary School is one of the top 5 elementary schools 
!  Villegas Middle School is one of the top 5 middle schools 
!  La Sierra High School is one of the top 5 high schools 

You are Cordially Invited to 
La Sierra High School’s and Norte Vista High School’s Fall Plays
 

 

La Sierra’s Drama Department is proudly presenting: 
 

 While the Lights Were Out 
  Performances on November 10, 12, 13 and 14 
 
A thunderstorm!  The lights go out!  An agonized voice!  A pistol shot!  The lights come up!  A body lies on the 
floor!   A beautiful brunette in black lace appears out of the darkness, holding a bloody dagger!  This is the 
opening of the hilarious murder-mystery-comedy-farce (yes it is all those things in one show).  Every clue is a lulu 
and the plot twists furiously. The setting is the living room of an expensive mansion perched high on a cliff over-
looking the ocean in Bermuda.  The penny-pinching but charming Lord Wickenham (Jay Dotson) presides over 
the home and his family including his glamorous (if a bit snobby) wife, Lady Monica (Kayla Buch), his tennis- 
playing son, Algernon (Cody Willis), his devoted butler Remley (Brando To), his overworked housekeeper, 
Nancy (Kaitlyn Morales) and his Jamaican maid Mimosa (Ivanna Diaz)...who is filling in for the cook who was 
fired.  Guests (Brigitte Wilcox, Danny Bennet, Kendra Havlick, Alyssa Kissam, Kelsey Smith & Batool 
Gonzalez) are invading the house for an overnight visit...just as the police (Bradley Gonzalez & Sara Bostrand) 
arrive with a mysterious note.  A storm develops outside...and the lights black out!  Who did it?  You can follow 
the clues through this delightful night of mayham and mischief during the four performance November 10, 12, 13, 
& 14th at 7:30 p.m. in La Sierra High's Performing Arts Center.  Tickets are available at the Box Office at 
6pm on performance evenings.  Ticket prices for Reserved seats are $7 and General seats are $5 with discounts for 
children or ASB cardholders.  Please call 351-9398 for more information!  Don't Miss It! 
 

Norte Vista’s Drama Department is proudly presenting: 
 

 Thunder On Sycamore Street by Reginald Rose (author of 12 Angry Men) 
  Performances on November 12, 13 and 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center 
 
Sycamore Street is a typical peaceful 1950s neighborhood, but something is different on this particular evening.  
Joseph Blake, a new man on the block, is not welcome, and neither are his wife and child.  His neighbors want to 
force him out simply because the man served a brief term in prison, and even though his daughter is a model 
student, nobody wants their children to associate with her.  Led by Frank Morrison, an overgrown bully, the 
neighbors form a mob and plan to march on the Blake house.  Only one man, Arthur Hayes, fights an inner battle 
over what is about to happen.  As the play reaches its potentially violent climax, Joseph Blake stands up to the 
crowd to defend his right to live in his own home.  The question is, will he have to stand alone?   That answer can 
be found at our 3 performances on November 12, 13, and 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Norte Vista Performing Arts 
Center.  Tickets are $6.00 for general admission and $4.00 for students w/ ASB and for children under 12.  Tickets 
are available at the box office on the nights of the show starting at 6:15 p.m. 



            
            
  

            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
     

 
 

Volunteering 
 
Although many people think of parent involvement and 
volunteering as synonymous, it is important to think of parent 
involvement as including communicating, parenting, student 
learning, decision-making/advocacy and community 
involvement. 
 
Benefits of Parent Involvement 
Research over the past 20 years has shown consistently that 
parent involvement increases student achievement and self-
esteem.  When families are involved in their children’s 
education in positive ways, their children: 
o Achieve higher grades and test scores, 
o Have better attendance at school, 
o Complete more homework, and 
o Demonstrate more positive attitudes and behavior. 
 
Father Involvement 
According to a recent report, children whose fathers 
participate in classroom activities, school meetings and 
events receive higher grades, enjoy school more and are more 
likely to participate in extracurricular activities than children 
whose fathers don’t participate – regardless of the level of 
maternal participation. 
 
Volunteering Beyond the Classroom 
Opportunities for volunteers include: 
o In the school office.  Clerical work, grant writing, 

website design, business/community engagement. 
o On the bus.  Bus monitors to assist with regular riders or 

during field trips. 
o In and around school buildings.  Furniture and 

playground equipment repair, help with plumbing or 
electrical problems, landscaping. 

o On the playground.  Teach sports and games, lead 
motor sensory exercises or help building fencing or 
playground equipment. 

o At special events or programs.  Plan parties, provide 
child care, conduct arts and crafts activities, direct school 
plays or variety shows, tutor students, help with science 
projects. 

o In workshops.  Participate in Career Days, share 
hobbies. 

o In the kitchen.  Plan menus, make snacks, serve meals 
and conduct cooking projects in classrooms. 

o At home.  Prepare mailings; sew costumes or make sets 
for plays; create learning materials; design forms, 
newsletters and flyers; coordinate the class telephone/e-
mail chain; or collect household items such as fabric, egg 
cartons and magazines. 

o Participating in PTA. 

Reaching Out to All Parents 
 
Breaking Down Barriers to Becoming Involved 
 
Working together, PTAs and parents can: 
o Be flexible when scheduling meetings.  Try different 

times of the day or week to allow all parents to take 
part at least occasionally. 

o Schedule a potluck to meet working parents’ needs. 
o Begin building close relationships with families during 

the school orientation.  Families are often the most 
eager to participate and volunteer at the beginning of a 
school year. 

o Learn about the various ethnic, cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds of the students in your 
school, then seek out participants who reflect your 
school’s diversity. 

o Make all parents feel welcome and valued.  Greet them 
at meetings, and offer interpreters for the deaf or 
translators for those who speak languages other than 
English. 

o Communicate regularly with parents in a variety of 
ways to keep them informed about their children’s 
progress and school activities.  Translate materials into 
other languages, and find staff, parents or community 
members to communicate in different languages. 

o Conduct a needs assessment and skills survey.  
Encourage parents to share information regarding 
careers and hobbies.  Have workshops for parents and 
community members on leadership and organizational 
skills. 

o Work with the school to prepare a parents’ handbook, 
including the rules, procedures, map of the school and 
the locations of staff lounges or restrooms. 

o Consider providing childcare, and encourage 
carpooling to meetings and events. 

o Work with the school to provide opportunities for 
parents to visit school, observe classes and give 
feedback.  Consider building a parent center. 

o Help parents secure the services they need, such as job 
training skills, medical treatment, childcare, etc. 

o Sponsor parenting skills classes. 
o Schedule home visits and informal meetings. 
o Ensure that school staff is accessible to parents and 

families. 
o Engage parents in decision-making groups. 
o Check with the school district to see if there is a parent 

involvement policy.  Write a school policy statement 
that defines ways to ensure a positive school climate 
for family involvement. 

We will continue to share valuable information from our California State PTA on a monthly basis.  This information 
is taken from the Parent Involvement Pocket Pal.  This document may be obtained in its entirety from the California 
State PTA website at www.capta.org.          
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California State PTA 

 

Facilities Update 
Parents should always check the school’s guidelines first before 

volunteering at school. 
 


