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Prepared  by  the  Super in tendent ’s Of f ice  

 

Alvord Seniors Honored! 
 
Kenn Young, Riverside County Superintendent of Schools, recognized 
outstanding seniors from across Riverside County during the fourth Annual 
Superintendents' Academic Awards Banquet held March 4 at the University of 
California, Riverside.   
 
High schools from eighteen school districts in Riverside County selected seniors 
to honor based on their academic performance, GPA, SAT/PSAT scores, class 
ranking and extra and co-curricular activities.  Alvord is proud to recognize the 
following honorees: 
 
      La Sierra High School            Norte Vista High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
           Tina Bui          Stephanie Le  
      Christina Batress          Hanh Nguyen  
   Merijoyce Alora             Dayana Ramirez 

  

 

Secondary Bilingual Assistant Workshop 

 
On March 5, 2009, the middle and high schools’ bilingual assistants participated 
in a workshop focused on direct mathematics instruction.  The purpose of this 
workshop focused on increasing the mathematics knowledge and skills of the 
instructional assistants in order for them to assist the AUSD math teachers and 
students more effectively. 

 



 

Alvord Unified School District 
Summer School Program 

 
Dates:   Session I- June 15 – July 1, 2009 
               Session II - July 6 – July 22, 2009 
Locations: Arizona Middle School 
                        Loma Vista Middle School 
                    La Sierra High School 
                  Norte Vista High School 
 Hours:    7:30 am – 1:30pm 
                              *Mon. – Thurs.  
(*With the exception of the last week of each 
session, which will end on Wednesday.) 

 
For information on 
eligibility and courses 
being offered, please 
contact your counselor. 

 

UC Riverside Orchestra,  
Free Family Concert:  
The Places You'll Go 
 
April 26, Sunday, 4:00 pm 
UC Riverside ARTS Building 
Performance Lab Open Air Theatre 
 
Admission: Free and open to the public 
Parking: $5.00 in Lot 1 

The UCR Orchestra invites families for a free, 
outdoor concert on Sunday, April 26 at 4:00.  
Bring a blanket or low-backed lawn chairs.  
Classical music will take the audience to Spain, 
Scotland, England, Norway, the American West, 
and even the far reaches of a distant planet.  
Storyteller Karen Wilson will be narrator and 
travel guide; Ruth Charloff conducts. 

For more information:  (951) 827-3245. 
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HALF Time and PRIME Time 
Summer Program 

 
June 15, 2009 through July 30, 2009 

8:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. each day  
Monday thru Thursday 

 
Program offers educational, recreational & enrichment 

activities. 
 

HALF Time will be held at: 
 

 Arlanza Elementary serving Arlanza, Terrace 
& Foothill students 

 
 Collett Elementary serving, Collett,   

Orrenmaa & McAuliffe students 
 

 Twinhill Elementary serving, Twinhill, 
Rosemary Kennedy & Valley View students 

 
 La Granada Elementary serving, La Granada 

& Myra Linn students 
 

PRIME Time will be held at:  
 
  Loma Vista Middle School serving, Loma 
  Vista, Villegas, & Wells students 
 

Registration forms will be 
sent out mid – late May.  
Space is limited. 
 
Please contact After School 
Programs at (951) 358-1682   
if you have any questions. 

 
Schools not eligible for 
summer program: Lake Hills, 
Promenade, Stokoe, Arizona 

 

Transfers 
Intra district and inter district transfers will be accepted at 4671 La Sierra Ave, Riverside CA. between the hours 
of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from April 13th through April 27th, 2009.  All transfer requests to enroll in Alvord 
Unified School District from other districts must originate from the district of residence.  Transfers may be 
available for all schools within the district with the exception of La Sierra High School, Villegas Middle School 
and Stokoe Elementary School; as these schools are at capacity. 

Kindergarten Registration 
 

Kindergarten registration will begin the week of April 27-May 1, 2009 at each school site. 
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Solace 4 Soldiers Drive 
Norte Vista’s International Baccalaureate Program has adopted an Army unit stationed in Iraq.  The students 
will be sending Care Baggies to our soldiers for Memorial Day.  With the help of Norte Vista’s Army 
recruiter, the International Baccalaureate Program has developed a list of most needed/wanted items to be 
included in the Care Baggies.  If you are interested in assisting with this Service Project, please contact 
Alisa Martinez, CAS Coordinator, IB Program, Norte Vista High School at (909) 733-6408.  
 
The most needed/wanted items are: 
 Hard candy (no chocolate)  Books/Crossword Puzzles  Gum 
 Tooth Brush    Sodukos/Word Search   Tissue 
 Tooth Paste    Pens/Pencils    Disposable Camera 

 Tooth Brush Case   Baby Wipes    Soap Carrying Case 
 Deodorant    Baby Powder    Soap 
 Sun Screen/Block   Drink Mix Powder   Hand Sanitizer 
 Chap Stick    Instant Coffee/Tea   Razors 
 Pair of Socks    Paper     Head Phones 
 Lotion     Calling Cards    Chips 
Thank you for supporting our troops! 

Free & Reduced  
Breakfast and Lunch Program 
 
Did you know that our District offers a program that can help your students succeed in school while also 
stretching your food budget? 
 
We’re talking about breakfast and lunch, which are available to all elementary students in the District. 
 
Good nutrition is imperative for successful students.  Children who eat breakfast have been shown to score 
higher on standardized testing, have less tardiness and fewer absences.  And a mid-day meal is critical for 
students to be alert for lessons in the afternoon. 
 
Qualification for free meals is based on family size and income.  Even if your students didn’t qualify at the 
beginning of the school year, they may now, if your family situation has changed. 
 
Please follow these guidelines to find out if your children qualify for free meals: 
(NOTE:  If your students already receive a free lunch, please ignore this notice—do not submit a new 
application.) 

• Call the Child Nutrition Services office* if any of the following apply (in most cases, we can take the 
information over the phone): 

o If your meal application was denied earlier in the year, but your family income has since 
decreased. 

o If your meal application was denied earlier in the year, but you have more people in your 
household. 

o If your family is now receiving Food Stamps or CalWorks. 
• If you have never applied for meal benefits, please complete an application, available at your school 

office or Child Nutrition Services office, 7377 Jurupa Ave., Riverside (submit only one application 
per family, regardless of the number of students in your household). 

 
Please call Child Nutrition Services if you have any questions: *351-9209. 
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Student of the Month: 
Arizona Middle School is delighted to honor Sierra Senio as Alvord Unified School District’s Student of the 
Month for March 2009.    
 
Sierra is a model ASB student representative, an excellent student and she excels in sports. Sierra assisted with 
the Distinguished School visit and is always ready to help where needed. Sierra always has a smile on her face 
and a positive attitude making her a joy to be around.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Sierra Senio as the Alvord Unified School District Student of the Month for 
March 2009.  
 
 
Certificated Employee of the Month:   
Arizona Middle School is proud to recognize Mrs. Sherri Duckworth-Kemp as the Alvord Unified School 
District Certificated Employee of the Month for March 2009. 
 
Mrs. Kemp is an exemplary classroom teacher who wears many hats on campus. She is the Projects person 
assisting with CELDT, STAR writing and the administration of the STAR CST exams. In addition to these 
responsibilities, she is also the History Department Chair. Her assistance in writing the application for the 
California Distinguished School application was invaluable, as was her participation in the Distinguished School 
visit on February 18th. Mrs. Kemp is always willing to assist staff and administration where needed.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Mrs. Sherri Duckworth-Kemp as the Alvord Unified School District Certificated 
Employee of the Month for March 2009.  
 
 
Classified Employee of the Month:   
Arizona Middle School is proud to recognize Ms. Ramona Pérez as the Alvord Unified School District 
Classified Employee of the Month for March 2009.  
 
Ms. Pérez arrives each morning with a smile on her face and welcomes the students to class. As the morning 
campus supervisor, she is instrumental in getting students into class between passing periods, delivering items to 
class and monitoring the hallways during classes. Regardless of the weather, Ramona can always be found 
outside, monitoring the campus. Her calm and compassionate manner in dealing with all staff and students has 
earned her the respect of everyone.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Ms. Ramona Pérez as the Alvord Unified School District Classified Employee of 
the Month for March 2009.  
 
 
Volunteer of the Month:   
Arizona Middle School is proud to recognize Mrs. Maria Dulaney as the Alvord Unified School District 
Volunteer of the Month for March 2009. 

As a PTSA Board member, she attends all meetings, helps to plan fundraisers, and comes up with great ideas for 
future events. Mrs. Dulaney was instrumental in planning for the carnival which was held during lunch periods 
and after school. She put together a Christmas Shoppe for the students and was here every morning before 
school, during all three lunches and after school to help monitor it. She donates many hours to Arizona, even 
though she also works at Loma Vista Middle School as a Bilingual Assistant.  

 
It is a great pleasure to honor Mrs. Maria Dulaney as the Alvord Unified School District Volunteer of the 
Month for March 2009.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
        

Parent Involvement Pocket Pal 
 
Parenting 
 
Brain Development 
Scientific evidence suggests that the first three years of life 
are much more important in the long-term development of 
young children than previously believed.  Researchers now 
confirm that the way parents interact with their young 
children and the experiences parents provide have a big 
impact on their youngsters’ emotional development, learning 
skills and functioning later in life.  The following elements of 
a child’s health are important in early brain development: 
 
• Nutrition – A properly balanced diet plays a vital role in 

growth and development throughout childhood. 
• Developmental Activities – Direct face-to-face 

communication and reading between parents and their 
young child support language development. 

• Early Identification of Developmental Challenges – 
Early assessment, intervention and referral prevent or 
treat many developmental and medical challenges. 

• Positive Environment – Raising a child in a positive, 
safe and loving environment has a profound impact on 
the child’s development. 

 
Guidelines for the Care of Young Children 
• Ensure health, safety and good nutrition. 
• Develop a warm, caring relationship with children. 
• Respond to children’s cues and clues.  Notice their 

rhythms and moods, even in the first days and weeks of 
life. 

• Recognize that each child is unique. 
• Talk, read and sing to children.  Surround them with 

language. 
• Encourage safe exploration and play. 
• Talk to children about what they seem to be feeling and 

teach them words to describe those feelings. 
• Establish routines. 
• Become involved in childcare and preschool.  Keep in 

close communication with your children’s childcare 
providers or teachers about what they are doing. 

• Limit television.  Make sure children watch programs 
that will teach them things you want them to learn. 

• Limit video game and computer contact. 
• Take care of yourself.  You can best care for young 

children when you are cared for as well. 
Parents are their child’s first, most long-lasting and most 
important teachers!  Research shows that more is learned 
between birth and entering school, and is learned at a faster 
rate, than at any other time in a child’s life. 

Education Pocket Pal 
 
What Other Programs and Services Are Available?* 
 
Free and Reduced Price Child Nutrition Programs 
• Provide breakfast, lunch, snacks and/or meals for 

children whose families qualify. 
• Funded federally and at the state level. 
 
Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 
• Provides challenging educational opportunities for 

high-achieving students.  Programs and criteria vary 
from school to school and from district to district. 

 
English Language Development (ELD) 
• Provides support for students with limited English 

language skills.  Classification is made by an 
objective assessment. 

 
Supplemental Instruction (SI) 
• Provided to students in grades two through nine who 

are recommended for retention or retained in their 
last grade. 

• Provided to students in grades seven through twelve 
who do not demonstrate sufficient progress toward 
passing the California High School Exit Exam. 

 
What can you do? 
• Contact your school or school district. 
• Be your child’s best advocate. 
• Contact and join your local PTA for assistance and 

connection to other parents. 
• Refer to the Resource page of this Pocket Pal. 
 
* Other services may be provided by your school district.  
Ask your principal or your school district administration. 
 
 

We will continue to share valuable information from our California State PTA on a monthly basis.  This information 
is taken from two resources:  Parent Involvement Pocket Pal and Education Pocket Pal.  Both documents may be 
obtained in their entirety from the California State PTA website at www.capta.org. 
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California State PTA 

 

 


