
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Classified Employees of the Year – 2009 
 

We’re proud to announce the following classified employees who were selected 
by their colleagues to represent their sites for 2009! 

 
 
demands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December  2008  
Volume 2 ,  Issue  6  

What’s “News” in Alvord?  
A Newsletter for the parents and employees of the Alvord Unified School District   

 

 

Board of Education: 

 José Luis Pérez      
President 

 Greg Kraft                   
Vice President 

 Ben Johnson II           
Clerk 

 Carolyn Wilson               
Member 

 Debra Kroning                
Member 

 

 

 

Superintendent of Schools: 

 Wendel W. Tucker Ph.D. 

 

 

 

 

In this Issue: 

 Welcome Paul Gill, 
Asst. Supt. Business 
Services 

 Classified Employees   
of the Year - 2009 

 Student Highlights 

 School Board Honorees 

 California State PTA 

 Facilities Update 

 

 

Prepared  by  the  Super in tendent ’s  Of f ice  

 Welcome Paul Gill! 
 

The Board of Education and Superintendent are 
pleased to announce Paul Gill as the new 
Assistant Superintendent of Business Services.  
The Board approved his selection at the 
November 20, 2008 Board Meeting.  Mr. Gill will 
begin his service with Alvord on January 21, 
2009. 
 

Paul Gill has wide and varied experience.  
Currently he is the Chief of Operations for the 
Pittsburgh Public School System.  He has been in 
this position since April 2008.  
 

Prior to his service in Pittsburgh, Mr. Gill was the Vice President of Regional 
Operations for American Dental Partners from August 2000 to April 2008 in 
Riverside and for the seven years before that he was the Administrator of 
Riverside Dental Group.  From 1991 to 1993 he was the Community 
Development Director in Moreno Valley.  Prior to that position, Paul completed 
his career in the Air Force as a Colonel serving as the Wing Commander at 
March Air Force Base. 
 

Mr. Gill received his Bachelor’s degree in Education from Duquesne University 
and his master’s degree in Communications/Broadcast Media from Syracuse 
University. Mr. Gill completed his student teaching and teaching credential in 
Pennsylvania before he was called away to serve in Vietnam.  He also received 
a master’s degree in History from Creighton University. Mr. Gill has extensive 
Chief Executive Officer experience having served 30 years in the Air Force, and 
15 years for various dental groups. 

 

 

SITE EMPLOYEE  SITE EMPLOYEE 
Arlanza Rosie Rodriguez  Collett Theresa Gravett 
Foothill Carlos Garcia  La Granada Julie Bostrom 
Lake Hills Catherine Wright  McAuliffe Ashley Cobb 
Myra Linn Maria Siqueiros  Orrenmaa Richard Hathaway 
Promenade Erika Slack  RMK Claudia Gudino 
Stokoe Anton Kritzer  Terrace Pat Miller 
Twinhill Amber Barnthouse  Valley View Sue Dalton 
Arizona Rey Felix  Loma Vista Argeo Quinones 
Villegas Juan Sanchez  Wells Darla Dixon 
Alvord HS Joni Dunnington  La Sierra HS Cindy Baker 
Norte Vista HS Jose Luna  Alternative Ed Joe Rios 
M & O Scott Mays  Child Nutrition Elizabeth Silkwood
District Office George Casillas  ISS/SSC Billie Baresich 
After School Pg Melinda Niemi    
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Student Highlights 
 

Students in Norte Vista's new International Baccalaureate program rise to challenge 
By DAYNA STRAEHLEY 
The Press-Enterprise 
 
Students in the new International Baccalaureate program at Norte Vista High School in Riverside are finding 
learning is fun, even as they work harder than ever. 
 

"I get excited when I can apply something I've learned to outside the class," junior Jeannette Vasquez said. 
 

About 325 students are in the program now in its first full year, IB coordinator Shawn Marshall said. The 
program was authorized in February. Marshall said staff worked for a year and a half to set up the program 
before it was authorized in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 

Most of the juniors working on an International Baccalaureate diploma previously took Advanced Placement 
or honors classes to prepare for the rigorous college-preparation program. 
 

The IB students, who passed algebra in seventh grade and geometry in eighth grade, say they have to 
manage their time carefully to get all their work done. 
 
"We've learned to give up some things we used to do, like going on the computer just to waste time," said 
Vasquez, who balances the rigorous academic load with cheerleading. Most of the students in the program 
said they participate in a school sport or club. 
 

"It's not hard. It's just a lot of work," student Ileana Barriga said. "I haven't watched TV in a while." 
"You've got to be very determined," Nicholas Vargas added. 
 

That determination and shared goals have brought students in the program closer, they said. 
 

Those in the first full year at Norte Vista will earn an International Baccalaureate diploma, which is 
recognized by universities around the world and can enable students to earn some college credit while in 
high school. 
 

The program at Norte Vista is one of 76 in California and nine in the Inland area. 
 

Unlike Advanced Placement classes, which Marshall said boil down to a three-hour exam that can lead to 
college credit, students in IB programs are evaluated on an extended essay or research paper; a creativity, 
action and service project portfolio; speaking and oral examinations; and written examinations. 
 

Paying for the multiple tests in the program totaling $627 is an issue for many parents at Norte Vista, where 
60 percent of the 2,400 students qualify for free or reduced-price lunches, Marshall said. 
A booster club has started to raise money to offset some of the fees, and students who receive free lunches 
can get state and federal rebates for much of those costs, Marshall said. 
 

About 70 percent of the students are classified as English language learners and about 20 percent of the 
students in the International Baccalaureate program are still learning English as a second language, counselor 
Alejandro Moreno said. 
 

The international program requires students to learn two languages, such as English and a foreign language 
for U.S. students. Math, science, arts and social studies are also components. 
 

The program is part of the school's effort to develop a culture of academics, Marshall said. 
 

About 10 percent of Norte Vista graduates have been going on to college, he said. 
 

"We're hoping when these kids are seniors, more will go to four-year colleges than ever before in the history 
of the school," Marshall said. 
 

Marshall and Moreno are working to make the elite program accessible. Moreno said some students were 
overachievers years before they started the IB program. 
 

Others had less impressive grades but have risen to the challenge, he said. 
 



   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 

Environmental Awareness Day 
 
Elementary schools in Alvord Unified School District will be hosting an Environmental Awareness Day on 
Friday, January 16, 2009.  This day will serve as the kick-off for a series of environmental activities that will 
take place at each school throughout the year.  During Environmental Awareness Day, schools will conduct 
activities that will teach our children about our environment and the importance of protecting our precious 
planet. Students will learn about reducing, reusing and recycling everyday products, and what it means to “Go 
Green”.   Each school’s Future Scientists of America Club, will be the organizers of this event.   This event is 
part of a series of activities that are funded by the Crystal Vision Grant, which was awarded to Alvord Unified 
School District by the Boeing Employees Community Fund.  Feel free to contact your local elementary school if 
you would like to participate.  For more information please contact the district coordinators:  Cynthia Woods at 
(951) 509-5015 or Jason Burns at (951) 351-9261. 
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Student Highlights (continued) 
 

Memories of “Our Town” by Sara L. Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
La Sierra Drama’s recent production of Thorton Wilder’s play, “Our Town” brought together a cast of 31 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors.  The Technical crews for lights, sound, set, props, costumes, makeup 
and house added 38 more students to the overall group of 69 participants.  The play was student directed by 
Caitlyn Epstein, who also served as stage manager, controlling the performances via telex to all the technical 
crews & actors backstage.  This classic drama was a learning experience in theatre, but also involved studies in 
music, computers, history, English, art, sewing, construction and religion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The style of “Our Town” was innovative for its time. Our friendly stage manager controls the setting, but also 
the life of the characters, moving them forward and backward in time as the journey is narrated. The actor’s are 
aware of the stage manager’s presence, yet the characters in the story are not. The characters are guided in their 
actions and choices by the narrator’s story and decisions. The story begins in 1901, a time when life was starting 
to move a bit faster and America was gaining strength and power in the world. The narrator takes us back to this 
time and place, but reminds us of the changes that will be coming in the future, as well as what has already 
happened in our past. We share the history of these people, as we share and relate to their quiet lives. 
 
When I was young, I never closely related to this story about the lives of the people in Grover’s Corners. 
However, when I read it again in the past summer, I felt a different perspective. I am a daughter, a mother, a 
teacher and my family and life brought me a deeper understanding of these people. Living has brought me many 
of the joys and sorrows that they feel, and I was reminded of the things that all human beings have in common. 
Perhaps what I felt is best said in the words of the Stage Manager herself: “There is something way down deep 
that’s eternal about every human being”. Working with these wonderful students to bring this masterpiece to 
presentation has been an amazing experience. 
 

 

The cast and crew of “Our Town” 
with Mrs. Sara Hughes 

 

Katie Conlon as Emily 
Hannah Morreale as the Stage Manager 

Jay Dotson as George 

 

The wedding scene freeze 
Entire cast with Hannah Morreale 
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School Board Honorees Page 4 of 6

Student of the Month:  Valley View Elementary School is delighted to honor Christian Sosa as Alvord 
Unified School District’s Student of the Month for December 2008.    
 
Christian is an outstanding fourth grade student in all subject areas at Valley View and is very deserving of this 
honor. He is a GATE student and has received such honors as Student of the Month. He gets along with 
everyone and is willing to help other students. Humility is one of his greatest assets. Christian scored Advanced 
in both English Language Arts and mathematics on the State test. Students in his classroom look to Christian as 
a role model. Christian says that he loves math and science. He definitely wants to go to college.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Christian Sosa as the Alvord Unified School District Student of the Month for 
December 2008.  
 
Certificated Employee of the Month:  Valley View Elementary School is proud to recognize Rolando 
Gadiano as the Alvord Unified School District Certificated Employee of the Month for December 2008. 
 
Rolando is an amazing teacher and member of the Valley View community. He is an “original” teacher at Valley 
View, opening the school 20 years ago and has been affecting the lives of Valley View students ever since. 
Although Rolando has been a teacher for many years, he is a role model to his colleagues as he strives to 
constantly improve his teaching practice. This is evident when observing Rolando in action in the classroom. He 
has been the grade level leader, the EL Coordinator, the Science Fair Coordinator, the 5th Grade Family Life 
Coordinator and an active member of the Leadership Team. Rolando truly enjoys teaching his students, hoping 
to make learning exciting and accessible everyday.  
 
It is a great pleasure to honor Rolando Gadiano as the Alvord Unified School District Certificated Employee of 
the Month for December 2008.  

 
Classified Employee of the Month:  Valley View Elementary School is proud to recognize Sue Dalton 
as the Alvord Unified School District Classified Employee of the Month for December 2008.  
 
Sue has been a Special Education Assistant at Valley View Elementary School for six years, but has been an 
active Alvord parent for 18 years prior to her work here at Valley View. Ask anyone at Valley View about Sue, 
and all staff members and students will smile. In her work, Sue goes above and beyond, understanding the 
academic and social/emotional needs of all students. Not only does she serve Valley View students, she serves 
the school community in many ways. Sue stocks the staff room with goodies and she is the one that collected 
and prepared all the items to decorate the Board Room this month. Throughout the years, she has always been a 
member of PTA, a member of District committees, a “self-appointed” member of Valley View’s social 
committee and a member of the School Site Council. Sue is truly a valuable member of the school community.  
  
It is a great pleasure to honor Sue Dalton as the Alvord Unified School District Classified Employee of the 
Month for December 2008.  
 
Volunteer of the Month:  Valley View Elementary School is proud to recognize Denise Grimes as the 
Alvord Unified School District Volunteer of the Month for December 2008. 
 
Denise has been an active PTA member and this year is the Program First Vice President of the PTA. This year 
she has organized such activities as Red Ribbon Week and is the Chairperson for the Valley View Book Fair this 
month. Denise has two children that attend Valley View. The staff and students appreciate all of Denise’s hard 
work and positive energy.  

 
It is a great pleasure to honor Denise Grimes as the Alvord Unified School District Volunteer of the Month for 
December 2008.  

 



            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

Parent Involvement Pocket Pal 
 
1B Parent Roles in Education 
 
There are many forms of parent involvement.  Parents can 
have various roles in their children’s education. 
 
Teachers/Nurturers focus on the parent’s involvement with 
children’s total development.  Parents provide an appropriate 
environment that promotes learning and develops the skills 
and values needed by children to become physically, 
psychologically, and emotionally healthy adults. 
 
Communicators/Advocates establish effective, two-way 
communication between the home and school.  Parents also 
maintain open communication with their children in order to 
counsel them on personal and educational issues. 
 
Supporters/Learners focus on parents’ obtaining sills and 
knowledge that will assist them with their children’s 
education and social development.  Parents can contribute 
their knowledge and skills to the school to enrich the 
curriculum and support classroom and school projects. 
 
Collaborators/Decision Makers focus on parent 
participation with school staff and educators to help make 
decisions, solve problems and develop policies. 
 
Parents’ Rights – Family Involvement  
Parents and guardians are encouraged to participate in their 
children’s public school education.  Early and consistent 
parental involvement helps children academically and 
benefits the school and the community. 
 
Parents and guardians of students enrolled in California 
public schools have the right to be included in the educational 
process and to have access to the system on behalf of their 
children. 
 
These rights relate to the following 

 Classroom observation 
 Teacher conferencing 
 Volunteering 
 Monitoring student attendance 
 Student testing 
 School selection 
 Ensuring safe school environments 
 Revising curriculum 
 Student academic progress 
 Having access to their students’ records 
 Helping to establish and review standards 
 Participating in the development of school rules 
 Being informed about psychological testing 
 Involvement on councils and committees 
 Contributing to policy development 

Education Pocket Pal 
 
What Else Will My Child Learn in School? 
 
Many of the most important things your child will learn 
in school are not found in textbooks.  For example: 
 

Character Building 
 Acceptance 
 Adaptability/flexibility 
 Communication and socialization skills 
 Dependability 
 Group study 
 Personal responsibility 
 Respectful interaction 
 Self-motivation 
 Teamwork 
 Tolerance 
 Volunteerism 

 

Learning Skills and Study Habits 
 Following directions 
 Listening skills 
 Time management 
 Organization and planning 
 Setting priorities 

 
Civic Responsibility 
Participating in any or all of the following: 

 Pledge of Allegiance 
 Patriotic songs 
 Mock elections 
 Student government, class councils 
 Historical re-enactments 
 Community Service learning opportunities 
 Civic curriculum 
 Recycling and “greening” activities 
 Diversity and cultural sensitivity 

 
What can you do? 

 Become familiar with your child’s classroom and 
school. 

 Find out about classroom and school activities. 
 Volunteer in your child’s classroom, library or on 

the playground. 
 Participate in parent groups. 

 

We will continue to share valuable information from our California State PTA on a monthly basis.  This information 
is taken from two resources:  Parent Involvement Pocket Pal and Education Pocket Pal.  Both documents may be 
obtained in their entirety from the California State PTA website at www.capta.org. 
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California State PTA 
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Facilities Update 

  

Wells Middle School

Promenade Elementary School 

Wells Middle and Promenade Elementary Schools:  The students at Wells and Promenade are moved in 
and enjoying their new classroom buildings.  The move-ins took place in mid-November. 

 

Arizona Middle School:  
The new classroom building 

construction at Arizona Middle 
School is underway.  Once 

completed, the new classroom 
building will provide 20 new 

permanent classrooms allowing the 
District to remove existing 

portables.  The project is estimated 
to be completed in March 2009. 

Norte Vista High School:   
The Norte Vista High School new classroom 
building will provide 22 new classrooms.    
The project is scheduled to be completed in 
February 2009. 


