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Prepared  by  the  Super in tendent ’s Of f ice  

 

Picturing America 
   
Picturing America, an exciting new initiative from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, brings masterpieces of American art into classrooms and 
libraries nationwide. Through this innovative program, students and citizens 
will gain a deeper appreciation of our country’s history and character 
through the study and understanding of its art.  
 
Congratulations to Alvord’s recipients of the Picturing America award: 
 
Lake Hills Elementary School, Arizona Middle School, Villegas Middle 
School, Wells Middle School and Norte Vista High School 
 
Our nation’s artistic heritage—our paintings, sculpture, architecture, fine 
crafts, and photography—offers unique insights into the character, ideals, 
and aspirations of our country. By bringing high-quality reproductions of 
notable American art into public and private schools, libraries, and 
communities, Picturing America gives participants the opportunity to learn 
about our nation’s history and culture in a fresh and engaging way. The 
program uses art as a catalyst for the study of America—the cultural, 
political, and historical threads woven into our nation’s fabric over time. 
 
Collectively, the masterpieces in Picturing America, used in conjunction 
with the Teachers Resource Book and program Web site, help students 
experience the humanity of history and enhance the teaching and 
understanding of America’s past.  
 
The National Endowment for the Humanities believes that engaging, 
masterful works of art can bring the story of America to life. When 
displayed on the walls of the classroom or library, Picturing America’s 
noteworthy, high-quality images offer an innovative way to teach American 
history and culture. These images, and the accompanying Teachers Resource 
Book, help students better understand America’s diverse people and places 
and connect them to our nation’s travails and triumphs. 
 
Visual stimulation enhances learning and makes it more enjoyable. Art can 
introduce social studies, literature, civics, and even science and math in an 
immediate, tangible way. With Picturing America, students develop a deeper 
understanding of history and our shared human—and American—
experience. 
 
Please feel free to drop by one of the participating schools to enjoy the 40 
color reproductions of selected masterpieces  
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Employee Highlights 
 

We’re proud to announce the appointments of the following managers: 
 

Cynthia Woods – Director, Elementary Education 
Cynthia Woods has been an administrator in the Alvord Unified 
School District since August 12, 2002, serving first as an 
Elementary Principal, and most recently as Coordinator, 
Professional Development.  She previously served in the 
Compton Unified School District for 12 years in various 
capacities, beginning as a teacher, and finally becoming an 
Elementary Principal. 

 
 Ms. Woods received her bachelor’s degree in English at 

California State University, Long Beach, and her master’s degree 
in Educational Administration at California State University, 
Dominguez Hills.  She holds a Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential and an Administrative Services Credential. 

 
 
Dorman Campbell – Director, Personnel Services  
Dorman Campbell has been with the Alvord Unified School 
District since July 1, 1989, serving first as an Elementary 
Principal, then Middle School Principal, and most recently again 
as an Elementary School Principal. 

 
 Mr. Campbell received his bachelor’s degree in History from the 

University of California, Riverside, and his master’s degree in 
Education from the California State University, San Bernardino.  
He holds a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential, CLAD 
Authorization, and an Administrative Services Credential. 

 
 
Michael Simonson – La Sierra High School Assistant 
Principal  Michael Simonson has been a Middle School 
Assistant Principal with the Alvord Unified School District since 
July 1, 2005.  He previously served as a teacher with the Ontario-
Montclair School District. 

 
 Mr. Simonson received his bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies 

from the California Baptist University, and his master’s degree in 
Education from the Claremont Graduate University.  He holds a 
Multiple Subject Teaching Credential with CLAD and 
Supplementary Authorizations in English and Science, and an 
Administrative Services Credential. 

 
 

  

 

 

 



Hector Zaldivar – Foothill Elementary School Principal   Hector 
Zaldivar has served as an Elementary School Assistant Principal in the 
Alvord Unified School District since July 1, 2007.  He previously held 
several positions in the Ontario-Montclair Elementary School District over 
an 8 year period, including Program Facilitator, Outreach Consultant, and 
teacher; and for 3 years was a Special Education teacher and child counselor 
for private schools and institutes in Covina. 
 
Mr. Zaldivar received his bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies from 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, and his master’s degree in 
Educational Administration at the California State University, San 
Bernardino.  He holds a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential with CLAD 
authorization, and an Administrative Services Credential. 
 
 
Sandra Fielding – Villegas Middle School Assistant Principal   
Sandra Fielding has been a teacher in the Alvord Unified School District 
since August 31, 1988, initially as an elementary teacher, and most recently 
as a middle school teacher.   
 
Ms. Fielding received her bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies, and her 
master’s degree in Educational Administration at the California State 
University, San Bernardino.  She holds a Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential with CLAD and Supplementary Authorization in English, and an 
Administrative Services Credential.  
 
 

Change in Locations 
 
Dr. Chuck Fischer 
Principal at Wells Middle School 
Dr. Fischer has been Principal at Arizona Middle School for the past six 
years.  Previous to that, he was an Assistant Principal at Arizona and Wells 
Middle Schools and La Sierra High School. 
 
 
Dr. Patricia Traynor-Nilsen 
Principal at Arizona Middle School 
Dr. Nilsen has been Principal at Wells Middle School for the past three 
years.  She came to Alvord Unified School District from Riverside Unified 
School District, where she had served as an Assistant Principal. 
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Alvord Unified schools unveil new classrooms, libraries 
 

10:00 PM PDT on Monday, August 25, 2008 
By MICHELLE L. KLAMPE 
The Press-Enterprise  

When students in the Alvord Unified School District showed up for the first day of school Monday, many of 
them were assigned to classrooms that had never seen students before. 

After two years of construction, more than 100 classrooms and four new libraries were completed over the 
summer in the Alvord district, just in time for the start of the new school year. 

The new facilities at six elementary schools and La Sierra High School are part of a $150 million effort to 
replace aging and outdated portable buildings with permanent structures, spruce up the campuses and improve 
the learning environment for students. 

The additional buildings are key to the district's move from a multiple-track, year-round schedule to a traditional 
school schedule for the 2008-09 school year, said Alvord Superintendent Wendel Tucker. 

At Collett Elementary in Riverside, third-, fourth- and fifth-grade teachers spent Thursday and Friday unpacking 
boxes and decorating walls in the new two-story classroom building. 

The new classrooms include sinks, technological upgrades and other improvements that should benefit teachers 
and students, said Monica Eppinger, who teaches third grade at Collett. The biggest change, though, is that there 
are enough classrooms for each teacher to have one. 

Story continues below 

 
Paul Alvarez / The Press-Enterprise 

Monica Eppinger, third-grade teacher at Collett Elementary School in Riverside, organizes her new classroom. "It's really neat because we can have our own room and our 
own space," she said.  
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Eppinger and other teachers grew accustomed to changing rooms every couple of months 
when the school was on a multiple-track schedule. The schedule allowed the school to 
accommodate more students in few classrooms by holding school year-round and rotating 
one group of students and teachers onto a break each month. 

But teachers weren't able to settle into a classroom for the year. The traditional schedule 
allows them to arrange furniture and redecorate walls and bulletin boards. 

"It's really neat because we can have our own room and our own space," Eppinger said. 
"Just knowing it's going to be their class for nine months" is going to benefit the students. 

Story continues below 

 
 

Collett Principal Brad Shearer said about the new facilities, "It communicates that we care about (the students) and want the best for 
them." 

Collett Principal Brad Shearer said the investment in the school sends a message to the 
students and the community. 

"It just gives them a sense of the school being a professional place," he said. "It 
communicates that we care about them and want the best for them." 

A report by the American Association of School Administrators in the 1990s, titled 
"Schoolhouse in the Red," found that school facilities that are clean, attractive and well-
maintained can improve student achievement, said Tom Duffy of the Coalition for 
Adequate School Housing. 

The coalition advocates for funding for school construction, renovation and maintenance 
in California. 
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"If the community saw the school as an attractive place to send children, they trusted and 
believed good things would happen there," said Duffy, who is also a former school 
superintendent. 

In addition to the classrooms opening this week, Alvord's modernization project includes 
buildings at Arlanza and Foothill schools that were completed in May, and buildings 
under construction at Loma Vista and Wells middle schools. The middle school buildings 
should be ready to open later this fall, said Angie Lopez, director of facilities for the 
school district. 

Arizona Middle School and Norte Vista High School are also under construction and 
should be ready in early 2009, Lopez said. 

The new classrooms and libraries are being paid for with state funds. The district also has 
a $196 million bond, approved by local voters in 2007, that will be used to build a new 
high school as well as a number of administrative offices, multipurpose rooms, 
gymnasiums and libraries at other school sites, Tucker said. The district hopes to have all 
the work done by 2014, he said. 

Reach Michelle L. Klampe at 951-893-2114 or mklampe@PE.com 

New facilities 

Alvord Unified is opening new classrooms and libraries at numerous schools this year. 

Collett Elementary: 16 classrooms and a library 
La Granada Elementary: 12 classrooms and a library 
Myra Linn Elementary: 16 classrooms and a library 
Orrenmaa Elementary: 10 classrooms 
Terrace Elementary: 16 classrooms 
Twinhill Elementary: 10 classrooms and a library 
La Sierra High School: 20 classrooms 
Arlanza Elementary: Eight classrooms (opened in May) 
Foothill Elementary: Eight classrooms (opened in May) 
Wells Middle: 18 classrooms (scheduled to open in late October) 
Loma Vista Middle: 12 classrooms (scheduled to open in late October) 
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