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The Constitution Is Born
by Carol J. Brown

Characters

NARRATOR
GEORGE WASHINGTON, President of the Constitutional Convention, delegate from Virginia
WILLIAM JACKSON, secretary of Convention
WILLIAM PATERSON, delegate from New Jersey
WILLIAM LIVINGSTON, delegate from New Jersey
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, delegate from New York
EDMUND RANDOLPH, delegate from Virginia
JAMES MADISON, delegate from Virginia
GEORGE MASON, delegate from Virginia
RUFUS KING, delegate from Massachusetts
ELDRIDGE GERRY, delegate from Massachusetts
GEORGE READ, delegate from Delaware
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, delegate from Pennsylvania
JAMES WILSON, delegate from Pennsylvania

NARRATOR: One of the most momentous periods in American history began on May 14, 1787, when fifty-five 
delegates, representing all of the thirteen colonies but Rhode Island, met in Independence Hall in Philadelphia as a 
Constitutional Convention. It was eleven years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and four 
years after the end of the American Revolutionary War in 1783. During that hot summer, this remarkable body of 
statesmen deliberated, debated, and finally compromised to produce the Constitution of the United States of America, 
which became the fundamental law of our land. (Pause) The mission of the Convention was, in Alexander Hamilton’s 
words, “to render the Constitution of the Federal government adequate to the exigencies1 of the union.” The delegates 
also sought to protect the mutual interests of the states. George Washington, former Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army and a delegate to the Constitutional Convention from Virginia, was chosen president of the 
Convention . . .

WASHINGTON: Gentlemen, we are met for a grave purpose, that of framing a constitution for our United States. 
The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, ratified by the states during the war, have proved inadequate to meet 
our nation’s needs. It is your choice that I be chosen president of this convention, and I am honored to be able 
once again to serve you. No man has felt the bad effects of our present confederation more than I. We may justly 
ascribe the prolongation of the war to the want of powers in Congress. Almost the whole of the difficulties and 
distress of my army had their origins there. (Pause) Let us have the secretary call the roll of the states.

JACKSON: New Hampshire (As each name is called, a delegate responds, “Here.”) . . . Connecticut . . . New York . . . 
New Jersey . . . Pennsylvania . . . Massachusetts . . . Delaware . . . Maryland . . . Virginia . . . North Carolina . . . 
South Carolina . . . Georgia . . . Rhode Island. (There is no reply. Pauses) I call Rhode Island.

1exigencies: urgent needs or requirements.
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WASHINGTON: (Surprised) Is Rhode Island not here?

PATERSON: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Paterson of New Jersey.

PATERSON: Rhode Island is not here. Rhode Island prefers not to join the union at this time.

WASHINGTON: (Firmly) But that must not be! We must all work together. We all have the same needs, the same ideas 
about laws, freedom, religion, and self-government. We must come together and make some agreement.

HAMILTON: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Hamilton of New York.

HAMILTON: (With spirit) Mr. President, it is imperative that we have a strong central government.

RANDOLPH: But, Mr. President . . .

WASHINGTON: Mr. Randolph of Virginia.

RANDOLPH: (Firmly) There are many here opposed to Mr. Hamilton’s proposal of strong federalism. The rights of the 
individual states must be preserved.

HAMILTON: (Soothingly) Mr. President, we are here for one purpose—to form a more perfect union. I am sure we 
shall work harmoniously to achieve this.

WASHINGTON: Then, gentlemen, let us proceed.

NARRATOR: Throughout the summer of 1787, the delegates to the Constitutional Convention met and worked and 
debated the articles of the New Constitution. Many divergent views had to be reconciled.

GERRY: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Gerry of Massachusetts.

GERRY: It is the fear of the smaller states that they will be overpowered by the larger states.

READ: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Read of Delaware.

READ: (Indignantly) We want equal representation! And Mr. Paterson of New Jersey and Mr. King of Massachusetts 
agree. We must protect the smaller states.
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PATERSON and KING: (Together) Yes! Yes!

RANDOLPH: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Randolph of Virginia.

RANDOLPH: As delegate from Virginia, one of the larger states, I should like to present the Virginia Plan. It provides 
that Congress shall be comprised of two houses—an upper and a lower house to vote on all proposals affecting the 
nation.

GERRY: (Heatedly) I object!

RANDOLPH: (Continuing) Representation in these houses would be based, of course, on the population of the state.

READ: (Angrily) Never! My state of Delaware should send as many delegates as Virginia!

PATERSON: (Heatedly) And my state of New Jersey as many as New York!

LIVINGSTON, KING, and GERRY: (Shouting) Yes, yes!

HAMILTON, MASON, and MADISON: (Heatedly) No, no!

WASHINGTON: (Trying to restore order) Gentlemen, gentlemen. (Pause) Mr. Read, do you wish to address this 
Convention?

READ: (Forcefully) I do, indeed! Under Mr. Randolph’s plan, the small states would cease to exist. The large states 
would control the Congress.

RANDOLPH: But the representation should be based on population.

PATERSON: New Jersey objects!

LIVINGSTON: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Mr. Livingston of New Jersey.

LIVINGSTON: My fellow delegate, Mr. Paterson, has a proposal to make.

WASHINGTON: Let us hear your proposal, Mr. Paterson.

PATERSON: Mr. President, I propose instead of the Virginia Plan submitted by Mr. Randolph that we have a Congress 
of one house, with equal representation from each state.

MASON: No, we want the Virginia Plan.
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READ: No, the New Jersey Plan!

WASHINGTON: (Trying to calm them) Gentlemen, please let us remember that the fate of a nation is at stake. We meet 
to raise a standard of government. Let us raise a standard to which the wise and honest can repair.

NARRATOR: Days passed in sessions filled with bitter arguments: What would the form of representation be? 
The debates lasted for hours, with neither side agreeing to compromise. At last, Benjamin Franklin, a delegate from 
Pennsylvania and eighty-one years old, rose to his feet. He was quite frail and had not taken much part in the debates, but 
he was always in attendance at these heated and prolonged meetings.

FRANKLIN: Mr. President.

WASHINGTON: Dr. Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania.

FRANKLIN: (Slowly and calmly) I confess that there are several parts of this Constitution which I do not at present 
approve, but . . . the older I grow, the more apt I am to doubt my own judgment, and to pay more respect to the judgment 
of others. I agree to this Constitution with all its faults, if they are such, because I think a general government necessary 
for us. I doubt too whether any other Convention we can obtain may be able to make a better Constitution. For when 
you assemble a number of men to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably assemble with those men 
all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests, and their selfish views. (Pauses) Since 
we cannot agree on the Virginia Plan or the New Jersey Plan or any other of the plans proposed in the course of this 
Convention, let me propose a compromise. Let our Congress be composed of two houses: a Senate, or an upper house, 
with two representatives from each state; and a House of Representatives, or a lower house, with the number of members 
determined according to population.

NARRATOR: One by one, all but three of the thirty-nine delegates from the twelve states represented made their way 
to the front of the convention hall to sign the document—delegates from New Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
Again the frail Dr. Franklin rose and spoke a bit wearily but triumphantly.

FRANKLIN: Mr. President, after these long, hard months of debate, we have at last framed a Constitution for our 
nation.

WASHINGTON: We could not have accomplished this without you and the compromises you introduced. And when 
I am asked why the legislative branch of the government needs two houses, I shall point to our habit of pouring hot tea 
from a cup into a saucer to cool it. With two houses, one can check the other, as the hot tea is cooled by being turned 
from the cup to the saucer.

FRANKLIN: It is not, as I have said, a perfect document, but in years to come it can be and, I have no doubt, will be 
refined with amendments to make it better serve the needs of the people. At least we have a beginning.

NARRATOR: As the last of the delegates were putting their signatures to the Constitution, Dr. Franklin, observing from 
the side, spoke to a few of the delegates standing near him.
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FRANKLIN: You see the picture of the sun painted at the back of General Washington’s chair? Artists have always 
found it difficult to distinguish in their painting a rising from a setting sun. I confess that I have often in the course of 
the session looked at that sun behind the president without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting; but now at 
length I have the happiness to know that it is a rising and not a setting sun.

THE END

Copyright © December 1986, Kalmbach Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission of Plays Magazine.

CSR2P133

� 30 How are the characteristics of this scene related 
to its genre?

A The telling of amusing anecdotes classifies the 
scene as a comedy.

B The realistic portrayal of serious events 
classifies the scene as a drama.

C An unfavorable outcome classifies the scene 
as a tragedy.

D An abundance of soliloquies by a main 
character classifies the scene as a monologue.

CSR20423.133

� 31 Read this excerpt from the play.

WASHINGTON: . . . No man has felt the 
bad effects of our present confederation 
more than I. We may justly ascribe the 
prolongation of the war to the want of 
powers in Congress. Almost the whole of 
the difficulties and distress of my army had 
their origins there.

What does this excerpt reveal about 
Washington’s character?

A He considers himself to be the most qualified 
individual to single-handedly create a new 
Constitution.

B His desire for a new Constitution is founded 
on firsthand experience of the failings of the 
old system.

C He believes that the Constitution should 
require the government to follow a military-
like structure.

D He hopes that the new Constitution will take 
all control away from Congress.

CSR20425.133
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� 32 In this play, Benjamin Franklin functions as

A a character foil for George Washington.

B a mediator between arguing parties.

C a means of comic relief to ease tension.

D a way to promote one side of the debate.

CSR20429.133

� 33 Read Franklin’s last statement in the play. Why 
does Benjamin Franklin make the statement?

A to describe his response to the details of the 
painting

B to contrast his own point of view with those of 
the delegates

C to express his feelings on the achievements 
made at the session

D to suggest that the painting influenced the 
outcome of the session

CSR20427.133
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Map Artist is the perfect tool for creating customized maps to include in research
projects and reports. Map Artist offers endless possibilities. Map Artist has a huge
collection of map styles to choose from, and they can be customized to suit your special needs.
In this tutorial, we will assume you have been asked to create a map for a social studies report.  

  
1.    When you open Map Artist, a world map will be displayed. Type
       "North America" in the dialogue box or choose NORTH AMERICA 
       from the list provided. Click GO. A map of North America will be 
       displayed. 

2.    Type "United States" in the dialogue box or choose UNITED STATES
       from the drop-down menu to display a map of the 50 United States.
       Click GO. A map of the United States will be displayed.

3.    Type "California" in the dialogue box or choose CALIFORNIA from the
       drop-down menu. Click GO. A map of California will be displayed.

4.    Click on the drop-down menu next to the outline map of the state.
       Click on the type of map you need for your report. OUTLINE shows 
       only the outline shape of the state with no highways or population 
       centers indicated; HIGHWAY shows major cities, interstate highways,
       and major state highways. TOPOGRAPHIC indicates elevations as 
       well as the location of major cities. SHADED RELIEF shows only 
       natural landforms (mountains, valleys, rivers). POLITICAL shows 
       major cities, interstates, and major highways, as well as national parks. 
       HISTORICAL recalls the oldest maps on record. For the 
       purposes of this tutorial, select OUTLINE. A map showing an outline 
       of California will be displayed. 

5.    Click CUSTOMIZE on the menu bar down the left side of
       the screen. CUSTOMIZE allows you to place custom 
       data on the map you have selected. A tiny symbol will 
       be placed on the map at the location you designate, and 
       the text you type into the dialogue box at the bottom of the 
       screen will appear next to it. 
     First, click on the button next to the
             appropriate symbol. For practice, click on
             the shovel, which symbolizes archaeology.  
     Next to the word TEXT, type "The Presidio," 
     which is an archaeological site near San 
     Francisco.  
     Now use your mouse to click on the spot on the 
     map where you would like this data to be 
     placed. 
     Continue by typing "Woolen Mills" and clicking 
     on the map near San José.  
     Last, type "Emerald Bay" and click on the map 
     near Lake Tahoe.  
     You can add as many sites as you wish. Each 
     time you click your mouse on the map, it will
     place the symbol and text you have included to 
      describe that location.

In

Out

TEXT

CUSTOMIZE

MAP ARTIST TUTORIAL:
HOW TO CREATE A CUSTOM MAP
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6.    Click SAVE if you would like to save the map to a file. Later, after opening the saved document, click on the map with  
       your right mouse button and select COPY. Open the file in the word processing program that contains your report.          
       Insert a box at the location where you want the map to appear. Put your cursor inside the box, right-click the mouse,      
       and select PASTE. Putting your graphic in the box will allow you to stretch or shrink the box to wrap text around it.

NOW YOU ARE READY TO TRY A MAP PROJECT OF YOUR OWN!

CSR2P057
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� 34 When the online screens shown in Step 1 and 
Step 3 are compared, what relationship is 
revealed?

A Each successive step is not dependent upon 
the previous step.

B Each successive step further narrows the 
search topic.

C Each successive step is more important than 
the previous step.

D Each successive step offers fewer specific 
options.

CSR20019.057

� 35 Read this excerpt from the tutorial.

Map Artist is the perfect tool for creating 
customized maps to include in research 
projects and reports.

The word perfect is used mainly to suggest that 
Map Artist is

A best.

B exact.

C most authentic.

D most rational.

CSR20018.057

� 36 When a specific location is placed on a 
customized map, which function is required?

A clicking on GO

B cutting and pasting

C inserting a box for the map

D clicking on the map

CSR20027.057

� 37 Which sequence accurately presents the 
order of the steps suggested in the Map Artist 
tutorial?

A 
Order 1

Specify text location
Choose map location

Choose symbol
Add map text

Choose map type
Save

B 
Order 2

Choose map location
Choose map type

Add map text
Choose symbol

Specify text location
Save

C 
Order 3

Choose map type
Add map text

Specify text location
Choose map location

Choose symbol
Save

D 
Order 4

Choose map location
Choose map type
Choose symbol
Add map text

Specify text location
Save

CSR20028.057
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Help on the Hoof

1  When Dan Shaw gets up from the couch in his suburban home in Ellsworth, Maine, Cuddles is never far 
away. When he wants to go outside, he doesn’t take Cuddles out for a walk—Cuddles takes him for a walk. 
Cuddles is clearly no ordinary family pet. Cuddles is a two-foot-high miniature horse and serves as the guiding 
eyes of Shaw, who is visually impaired.

2  In the early 1920s, Morris Frank made history by becoming the first person in America to receive a guide 
dog. In 2001, Dan Shaw became the first person to receive a guide horse. Trained by the Guide Horse Foundation 
in North Carolina, these tiny horses are finding their niches in the world of assistance animals.

3  Shaw began losing his sight as a young man and had difficulty holding jobs due to his failing vision. Even 
when he bumped into furniture and knocked things over, he refused to accept his condition. When getting around 
on his own in public proved to be too difficult, he opened a bait shop in his own home.

4  Finally, his wife begged him to get some help and suggested that he apply for a guide dog. Shaw, an avid 
animal lover, said he couldn’t bear to part with a dog (which usually lives about eight to ten years) and adjust to a 
new one, perhaps several times in his life.

5  Then Shaw heard of a program about the tiny guide horses. Janet and Don Burleson of Kitrell, North 
Carolina, had trained their miniature horse, Twinkie, to lead a woman who is blind through a shopping mall. Soon 
after, they started the Guide Horse Foundation to provide an effective alternative to guide dogs.

6  Shaw learned that the horses are clean, friendly, and easy to train. They can be housebroken and learn to live 
in an urban setting, but they are best suited for suburban or rural homes. Best of all, they live for 25–35 years, 
which would enable Shaw to have the same guide companion for most or all of his life.

7  The Burlesons got the idea of training their pet pygmy ponies one day when they were in New York City. 
There, they visited the Clermont Stables, which were located right in the heart of the busy city. They noticed how
the horses remained calm in the midst of heavy traffic and were impressed by their ability to negotiate 
complicated traffic patterns. When they further considered the history of service horses, such as cavalry horses 
and police horses, they recognized that horses were already successfully working in chaotic situations. Why 
couldn’t they be useful in helping individuals who are blind?

8  Horses possess many qualities that make them an ideal choice for guiding people. They can be trained to 
remain calm in noisy and crowded places. They are smart, have great memories, and are not easily distracted. 
Horses are naturally on the lookout for danger and demonstrate excellent judgment in obstacle avoidance. With 
eyes on the sides of their heads instead of in front, they have an excellent range of vision and also can see 
extremely well at night. In addition, they are sturdy animals with the stamina to withstand lengthy excursions.

9  Shaw immediately applied to be and was accepted as the first person to receive a guide horse. He went to the 
Burlesons’ farm to begin his training. The instant he met Cuddles, he knew he was making the right choice. “It’s 
like it was meant to be,” he said.

Article 1
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The Guide Horse Training Process

In developing their guide horse training strategy, Don and Janet Burleson incorporated the techniques of 
the world-famous horse trainer John Lyons and the animal training concepts of behavioral psychologist 
B.F. Skinner.

During the physical portion of the training process, the guide horse learns:

1. to walk at appropriate speeds, navigate around obstacles, and use everyday transportation tools such 
as elevators and escalators.

2. to communicate to the handler the presence of obstacles. Although the horse is naturally aware of 
obstacles in its own path, the horse must learn to recognize obstacles in the path of its handler as well. 
These skills enable the horse to remain calm in diffi cult situations, therefore helping to prevent injury 
to the handler.

3. to alert the handler to changes in the surface or elevation of the path. The horse should walk two steps 
ahead of the handler and pause when arriving at steps or curbs, telling the handler that it is necessary 
to step up or down.

4. to develop better bladder control and learn where and when it is appropriate to “go.”

During the verbal portion of the training process, the guide horse learns:

1. to recognize over twenty voice commands that will be used by the handler.
2. that if the handler gives a command that may put the handler or horse into an unsafe situation, the 

horse should disregard the command.
CSR1P406-2

10  As part of their training, Shaw and Cuddles learned to navigate busy streets, step over curbs, and find 
doorknobs and elevator buttons. Cuddles even demonstrated his ability to step in front of Shaw and block 
him, to prevent him from walking into a dangerous situation. The little horse also expertly led Shaw through 
grocery stores and busy shopping malls. When walking inside, Cuddles wears two pairs of tiny sneakers to 
prevent him from slipping on smooth surfaces.

11  Later, Shaw and Cuddles went on a tour of Washington, D.C., and Boston, drawing curious stares from 
passers-by. Eventually, they took the ultimate test: They toured the congested streets and attractions of New York 
City. They visited the Empire State Building, the Statue of Liberty, and even rode the subways. They got along 
without any difficulties.

12  Shaw is confident that Cuddles will change his life for the better. Years ago, he never would have imagined 
himself owning a guide horse. Sometimes, however, it is the less obvious choice that works out for the best.

CSR1P406-1

Article 2



—  38  —
This is a sample of California Standards Test questions. This is NOT an operational test form. Test scores cannot be projected 

based on performance on released test questions. Copyright © 2009 California Department of Education.

Released Test QuestionsEnglish–Language Arts9
G R A D E  CA LI FOR N I A STA N DA R DS T E ST

� 38 Which excerpt from Article 1 best 
communicates an enthusiastic tone?

A Cuddles is a two-foot-high miniature horse 
and serves as the guiding eyes of Shaw, who is 
visually impaired.

B In the early 1920s, Morris Frank made history 
by becoming the first person in America to 
receive a guide dog.

C When getting around on his own in public 
proved to be too difficult, [Shaw] opened a 
bait shop in his own home.

D Best of all, [guide horses] live for 25–35 
years, which would enable Shaw to have the 
same guide companion for most or all of his 
life.

CSR13863.406

� 39 Based on the information presented in Article 
1 and Article 2, what can the reader best 
conclude?

A All visually impaired individuals use guide 
horses.

B It is common to be selected as a guide horse 
owner.

C Guide horses require extensive training but are 
a valuable resource.

D Guide horses learn the most during the verbal 
portion of the training process.

CSR13854.406

� 40 What principal idea connects the information in 
both articles?

A The guide horse training process integrates the 
techniques of various experts.

B The primary duty of an assistance animal is to 
protect the handler from danger.

C Assistance animals can live for several 
decades.

D Guide dogs are still more effective than guide 
horses.

CSR13856.406

� 41 Which source would be most helpful for a 
student who wants to write a report on the 
general use of assistance animals?

A Franco, Julia. Training Guide Dogs. Los 
Angeles: Guiding Lights Publishing, 2002.

B Lee, Sung. “Sasha: A Canine Hero.” Kennel 
Club Newsletter Spring 2001: 2–3.

C Quinn, Michael. Guide Dogs and Other 
Companions. San Francisco: Ice House 
Publishing, 2001.

D Scott, Ken. “Local Police Seek Funds for K-9 
Unit.” The Daily Ledger 2 Jan. 2003: 4C.

CSR13851.406

� 42 Which question about the uses of assistance 
animals could best be answered through further 
research?

A How are various types of animals utilized as 
assistance animals?

B Which animal serves as the best assistance 
animal?

C When did Dan Shaw first hear about various 
types of assistance animals?

D How did Don and Janet Burleson learn to train 
assistance animals?

CSR13853.406
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� 43 Which question, if researched, could provide the 
best information on which assistance animals 
make the best guides?

A What is the process for applying to own an 
assistance animal?

B What methods are most popular for teaching 
assistance animals to work with people?

C What are the steps necessary to becoming a 
trainer of assistance animals?

D What qualities are necessary in a competent 
assistance animal?

CSR13852.406

� 44 Which supplement, if added to Article 2, could 
best enhance the reader’s understanding of the 
guide horse training process?

A examples of verbal commands taught to the 
guide horse

B charts illustrating the career of John Lyons

C a picture showing a guide horse walking 
ahead of its handler

D a list of well-known horse trainers

CSR13857.406



—  40  —
This is a sample of California Standards Test questions. This is NOT an operational test form. Test scores cannot be projected 

based on performance on released test questions. Copyright © 2009 California Department of Education.

Released Test QuestionsEnglish–Language Arts9
G R A D E  CA LI FOR N I A STA N DA R DS T E ST

from Oration in Memory of Abraham Lincoln
by Frederick Douglass

1  When, therefore, it shall be asked what we have to do with the memory of Abraham Lincoln, or what 
Abraham Lincoln had to do with us, the answer is ready, full, and complete. Though he loved Caesar less than 
Rome, though the Union was more to him than our freedom or our future, under his wise and beneficent rule 
we saw ourselves gradually lifted from the depths of slavery to the heights of liberty and manhood; under 
his wise and beneficent rule, and by measures approved and vigorously pressed by him, we saw that the 
handwriting of ages, in the form of prejudice and proscription, was rapidly fading away from the face of our 
whole country; under his rule, and in due time, about as soon after all as the country could tolerate the strange 
spectacle, we saw our brave sons and brothers laying off the rags of bondage, and being clothed all over in the 
blue uniforms of the soldiers of the United States; under his rule we saw two hundred thousand of our dark 
and dusky people responding to the call of Abraham Lincoln, and with muskets on their shoulders, and eagles 
on their buttons, timing their high footsteps to liberty and union under the national flag; under his rule we 
saw the “independence” of the black republic of Haiti, the special object of slaveholding aversion and horror, 
fully recognized, and her minister, a colored gentleman, duly received here in the city of Washington; under 
his rule we saw the internal slave-trade, which so long disgraced the nation, abolished, and slavery abolished 
in the District of Columbia; under his rule we saw for the first time the law enforced against the foreign slave 
trade, and the first slave-trader hanged like any other pirate or murderer; under his rule, assisted by the greatest 
captain of our age, and his inspiration, we saw the Confederate States, based upon the idea that our race must 
be slaves, and slaves forever, battered to pieces and scattered to the four winds; under his rule, and in the 
fullness of time, we saw Abraham Lincoln, after giving the slaveholders three months’ grace in which to save 
their hateful slave system, penning the immortal paper, which, though special in its language, was general in 
its principles and effect, making slavery forever impossible in the United States. Though we waited long we 
saw all this and more.

2  Can any colored man, or any white man friendly to the freedom of all men, ever forget the night which 
followed the first day of January 1863, when the world was to see if Abraham Lincoln would prove to be as 
good as his word? I shall never forget that memorable night, when in a distant city I waited and watched at a 
public meeting, with three thousand others not less anxious than myself, for the word of deliverance which we 
have heard read today. Nor shall I ever forget the outburst of joy and thanksgiving that rent the air when the 
lightning brought to us the Emancipation Proclamation. In that happy hour we forgot all delay, and forgot all 
tardiness, forgot that the President had bribed the rebels to lay down their arms by a promise to withhold the 
bolt which would smite the slave-system with destruction; and we were thenceforward willing to allow the 
President all the latitude of time, phraseology, and every honorable device that statesmanship might require for 
the achievement of a great and beneficent measure of liberty and progress.

[Public Domain]
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The Death of Lincoln
by William Cullen Bryant

  Oh, slow to smite and swift to spare,
  Gentle and merciful and just!
  Who, in the fear of God, didst bear
  The sword of power, a nation’s trust!
 5 In sorrow by thy bier we stand,
  Amid the awe that hushes all,
  And speak the anguish of a land
  That shook with horror at thy fall.
  Thy task is done; the bound are free;
 10 We bear thee to an honored grave,
  Whose proudest monument shall be
  The broken fetters of the slave.
  Pure was thy life; its bloody close
  Hath placed thee with the sons of light,
 15 Among the noble host of those
  Who perished in the cause of Right.

[Public Domain]
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� 45 After speaking of the changes Lincoln brought 
about for African Americans, Douglass refers to 
January 1, 1863, in order to

A emphasize that Lincoln should have
acted sooner.

B praise that day as the beginning of all
the changes.

C remind African Americans of the long
road ahead.

D commemorate the day of Lincoln’s death.

CSR02077.283

� 46 Which of these phrases from 
Frederick Douglass’s speech is slightly 
critical toward Lincoln?

A “though the Union was more to him than our 
freedom or our future”

B “responding to the call of Abraham Lincoln”

C “making slavery forever impossible in the 
United States”

D “the outburst of joy and thanksgiving that rent 
the air”

CSR02078.283



—  42  —
This is a sample of California Standards Test questions. This is NOT an operational test form. Test scores cannot be projected 

based on performance on released test questions. Copyright © 2009 California Department of Education.

Released Test QuestionsEnglish–Language Arts9
G R A D E  CA LI FOR N I A STA N DA R DS T E ST

� 47 The main purpose of the poem is

A to critique Lincoln.

B to capture Lincoln’s personal experience.

C to honor Lincoln.

D to explain Lincoln’s achievements.

CSR02070.282

� 48 In line 4 of “The Death of Lincoln,” the “sword 
of power” is an example of

A irony.

B figurative language.

C repetition.

D personification.

CSR02071.282

� 49 How does the poem give greater emphasis to the 
theme of loss than Douglass’s speech does?

A It describes Lincoln in detail.

B It expresses a desire for vengeance.

C It uses brief, powerful images.

D It promises a peaceful future.

CSR02075.282

� 50 Which of the following best describes the 
different attitudes expressed in “The Death of 
Lincoln” and Frederick Douglass’s speech?

A The poem is a joyful celebration of Lincoln, 
while the tone of the speech is sad.

B The poem idealizes Lincoln, while the speech 
critically appraises his actions.

C The poem stresses the future, while the speech 
focuses on the present.

D The poem is personal, while the speech is 
abstract.
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The following questions are not about a passage. Read 
and answer each question.

� 51 Which word is derived from the name of the 
nymph in Greek mythology who pined away for 
Narcissus until all that was left was her voice?

A vocal

B echo

C larynx

D articulate

CSR00315.OSA

� 52 In which sentence does the underlined word 
have the most negative connotation?

A The man’s remarks were harmful.

B The man’s remarks were mischievous.

C The man’s remarks were malicious.

D The man’s remarks were unpleasant.

CSR00052.OSA

� 53 Which sentence demonstrates the figurative 
meaning of the word parasite?

A Her dog had parasites, so she took him to a 
veterinarian to get some medicine.

B A leech is a kind of freshwater parasite.

C My friend says I’m a parasite because I 
always borrow money from him.

D Certain plant parasites can cause permanent 
harm to trees if not removed.

CSR00258.OSA

� 54 In which sentence does the underlined word 
have the most negative connotation?

A The runner was cocky about his ability to win 
the race.

B The runner was confident about his ability to 
win the race.

C The runner was certain about his ability to 
win the race.

D The runner was sure about his ability to win 
the race.

CSR00377.OSA

� 55 Read the following sentence.

First he stirred fresh mint leaves with 
sugar and secret ingredients in a small pot
on the stove for a very long time, 
concocting a fragrant elixir of mint.

The word concocting means

A examining.

B creating.

C imagining.

D tasting.

CSR12031.184
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