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Dr. Sid Salazar, Alvord         

Superintendent of Schools, 

is a strong advocate of 

school improvement     

strategies that focus on 

students, teachers, and   

instructional content.    

Under his leadership all 

District personnel        

including teachers, support 

staff, and administrators 

are being reminded of the   

purpose of our work, and 

we are resetting our priorities on students and        

instructional content.   
 

To begin the process Dr. Salazar met with high 

school students to find out what they thought 

was important to include in the Strategic Plan 

discussion.  Then he gathered a committee 

from a cross-section of the District and the 

community with the goal of agreeing on a set 

of guiding principles in the form of a Strategic 

Plan.  This plan would represent our values, 

vision, mission, parameters, beliefs, objectives 

and      

strategies. 
 

We began 

our work 

on January 

13, 2014.  

It was   

evident 

that this 

was going 

to be something special 

as people who don’t      

typically work together 

filled the room:  Alvord parents, district staff, 

bank staff, board members, association      

leaders, local college administrators, and city 

council staff.  Although participants came 

from different backgrounds and experiences, 

they all had a strong interest in transforming 

Alvord into a world-class learning institution 

with students unquestionably at the center.  
 

Dr. Salazar made it clear that for this endeavor 

to be successful, we needed to reach complete 

agreement on the content and on the language 

of the plan.  To do this we began every     

planning session by working separately in six 

small groups, each focusing on one element of 

the plan at a time.  Each group generated a 

multitude of ideas then agreed on a few to 

adopt for the group.  Next, the groups with 

their ideas in tow, merged into two larger 

groups, and the process of reaching agreement 

within the new groups began anew.  Finally 

the two groups combined yet again, and we 

formed a whole committee working to       

collectively reach agreement. 
 

At each group stage members discussed,    

defended, considered, and advocated for their 

ideas.  Some dropped their ideas to adopt and 

advocate for the ideas of others.  Many      

committee members, including me, found this 

experience of dynamic listening, thinking, and 

questioning to be one of the most rewarding 

experiences of their professional life. 
 

On Thursday, April 24, 2014, after five full 

days of planning, Dr. Salazar and six          

committee members presented the Strategic 

Plan to the Alvord Board of Education.  They 

shared the 

planning 

process, 

clarified the   

content and 

answered 

questions.  
At the May 

15 Board 

Meeting, the 

Strategic 

Plan was voted and     

approved into action.  

On Tuesday, August 

12, at a District-wide meeting, Dr. Salazar 

presented the Strategic Plan to the entire   

Alvord organization, as well as to city and 

county dignitaries, with the message that    

everyone has an important role in fulfilling our 

district vision:   
 

All students will realize their  

unlimited potential.   
 

 

For the full text of  the Strategic Plan, see p. 2. 

The Strategic Planning Committee  

with the Board of Education May 15, 2014 

By:  Maria Cornejo, 

Strategic Planning 

Committee Member 

 

―Every day 

of our lives 

we make deposits in 

the memory banks of 

our children.‖   
           

 -Charles R. Swindoll 

Parental Wisdom 

Volume 3, Issue 1 

Fall 2014 
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Values: 
 Courage 

 Inclusiveness  

 Innovation 

 Integrity 
 

Vision: 
The Alvord Unified School District Promise: 

All students will realize their unlimited potential. 
 

Mission Statement: 
Alvord Unified School District, a dynamic learning community 

that embraces innovation, exists to ensure all students attain 

lifelong success through a system distinguished by:  
 

 Active and inclusive partnerships 

 Relationships that foster a culture of trust and integrity 

 High expectations and equitable learning opportunities for 

all 

 A mindset that promotes continuous improvement 

 Multiple opportunities for exploration and creativity 

 Professional development that promotes quality teaching 

and learning 

 Access to learning experiences that promote a high quality 

of life 
 

Parameters: 
 We will collaboratively develop policies that support   

equitable learning opportunities for all 

 We will hold everyone to a high level of accountability 

 We will not allow economic, social and academic barriers 

to impede the safety and education of our students 

 We will respect and value the diverse roles of all           

individuals and their contributions 

 We will only tolerate beliefs, decisions and actions that 

inspire students to succeed 

 

 

 

Beliefs 
We believe: 

 In individual empowerment 

 Everyone has the right to a world-class education 

 Success is our shared responsibility 

 Engaged learning strengthens our organization 

 Our community is enriched by its diversity 

 Innovation with inspiration transforms lives 

 Excellence is within everyone 
 

Objectives: 
 All students will graduate from high school, ready for  

college and career 

 All students will contribute to a high quality of life in our 

community 

 All students will be inspired to fulfill their own unlimited 

potential 
 

Strategies: 
 We will redefine and establish programs for students who 

pursue an alternative educational pathway 

 We will collaborate with all partners and each other for the 

benefit of our students and the future of our community 

 We will develop a comprehensive PreK-12 program that 

ensures quality and engaging instruction 

 We will communicate effectively with all stakeholders in a 

clear and timely manner 

 We will develop the character of each student to build a 

better and more unified community 

 We will ensure, develop and support exemplary staff at all 

levels of the organization 

 We will develop a system for meaningful family          

engagement 

 We will develop a learning environment that challenges all 

students to achieve excellence 

 We will develop a learning organization to address the 

unique situation of each student                                       

Board adopted:  May 15, 2014 

Alvord Unified School District 

Strategic Plan 
 

Our priorities:  students, teachers and instructional content. 
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  Families whose children do well in school establish  

routines and demonstrate the value of learning.  

What Research Says About Parent Involvement 

in Education as it Relates to Academic      

Achievement 
 

Research Summary by the Michigan Dept. of Education 
 

 School age children spend 70% of their waking hours    

outside of school. 
 

 The earlier in a child’s schooling parent involvement     

begins the more beneficial. 
 

 The most effective forms of parent involvement are those 

which engage parents in working directly with their       

children on learning activities at home. 
 

 The more parents participate in schooling in a sustained 

way, at every level of involvement (advocacy, decision 

making, fundraisers, volunteers, home- teachers) the better 

for student achievement. 
 

 Parent expectations and parent satisfaction with school are 

the best predictors of children’s academic achievement and 

social adjustment. 
 

 Children are more successful when parents come to school 

regularly, reinforce the view that school and home are   

connected, and that school is an integral part of the whole  

family’s life. 
 

 Parents need specific information on how to be involved 

with school, homework and learning at home. 
 

 The best predictors of parent involvement are these specific 

school programs and teacher practices that encourage     

parent involvement at school and guide parents in how to 

participate in parent involvement programs for home and 

school. 

 

 Parent involvement programs are a requirement when 

schools receive State and Federal categorical money.   

Parents are needed to serve on governance councils at the 

site and district levels. 
 

 Parents who read to their children, have books available, 

guide the viewing of TV/other screens and provide     

stimulating experiences contribute to the achievement of 

their children. 
 

 Decades of research show that when parents are involved 

students have: higher grades/test scores, higher rates of 

graduation, increased motivation, better self-esteem,   

lower rates of suspension, decreased use of drugs and 

alcohol, and fewer instances of violent behavior. 

The Alvord community came out to support  OPEN HOUSE  

for the new Parent Engagement Office located in the right hand 

corner of the parking lot of Arlanza School at                        

5891 Rutland Ave.; Riverside, CA;  (951) 509-5163. 

May 8,  2014 

1.  Establish a daily family routine. 

Examples:  Provide time and a quiet 

place to study, assign household chores, 

be firm about bed time and have dinner 

together as a family. 
 

2.  Monitor out-of-school activities. 

Examples:  Set limits on TV watching 

and other computer screen recreational 

viewing, check up on children when  

parents are not home, arrange for       

after-school activities and supervision. 
 

 

 

3.  Model the value of learning,            

self-discipline, and hard-work.   

Examples:  Communicate through     

questions/conversation, demonstrate 

achievement comes from working hard. 
 

4  Express high but realistic              

expectations for achievement.   

Examples:  Setting goals that are         

appropriate for children’s age and      

maturity, recognize and encourage      

special talents, share success with  

friends and family. 

 

5.  Encourage progress in the child’s   

learning and schooling. 

Examples:  Maintain a warm and       

supportive home.  Show interest in 

school, help with homework, discuss  

how education effects career options, 

stay in touch with school staff. 

 

6.  Encourage reading, writing and 

discussion. 

Read, listen to children read, and talk 

about what is being read. 
(Henderson, 1994) 



Alvord Parents in Action Page 4 

 

  

Alvord Child Nutrition Department Makes the School Day Healthier  

by Involving Local Growers 

The Alvord Child Nutrition department is proud 

of the contributions they make to the health of our 

students and to the improvement of our local  

economy by serving produce from local growers:  

Sunrise Produce, Alba Good, Unity Farms,      

Mobile Fresh, Old Grove Orange, Giumarra   

Vineyards, Powell Farm, Ghamlouch Family 

Growers and Sage Mountain Farm. Buying from 

local growers benefits our schools, reduces the 

environmental impact, and can lead to increased 

student achievement. 
 

It’s a well known fact that eating fruits and      

vegetables lowers the risk of heart disease, cancer, 

high blood pressure, obesity and Type 2 diabetes.  

Since eating fresh produce can boost academic 

achievement, why aren’t we all eating more pro-

duce? 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

many people think that serving fresh produce is 

costly, when actually a serving of fruits or        

vegetables costs about .25 cents whether fresh, 

frozen or canned.  Compare that to a .69 cent bag 

of chips and eating healthy is cost-effective.  We 

hope you will work with us to help our students 

choose fruit over chips and sugary snacks. 
 

In recent years, the Alvord school lunch program 

has been including more fruits and vegetables in 

the student lunch menu.  According to the United 

States Department of Agriculture at   

choosemyplate.gov, the recommended number of 

fruit servings for  children is 1-2 cups per day, 

vegetables are 1-3 cups depending on age, gender 

and activity level. 

 Ingredients:  

1 cup vermicelli noodles 

1 cup cooked chopped chicken breast 

1 Tb chopped red bell pepper 

1 Tb chopped celery 

2 Tb chopped peanuts 

1 tsp. chopped onion 

Pinch of black pepper 

1/8 tsp. minced fresh lemon basil 

1/4 cup rice-wine vinegar 

1. In a large pot of salted, boiling water, cook the   

noodles for 2 minutes.  Drain, rinse in cold  

water and return to the pot. 

2. Add the chicken, bell pepper, celery, peanuts, 

onion, pepper, lime zest, lemon basil, and    

rice-wine vinegar.  Stir to combine. 

3. Cook over moderate heat, stirring occasionally 

for two minutes.  Serve hot or cold. 

Makes 1 serving 

Have you seen our new elementary menu items? 
Lunch:  Fiesta Bowl (with tastier meat), Pizza Pocket, Cheese Quesadilla 

Breakfast:  Potato-Bacon Burrito, Sausage Sandwich, Fiesta Egg Sandwich,                       

        French Toast Sticks, Breakfast Pocket, New Cereals 

Did you know Hillcrest H.S. has a new fresh pizza kitchen? 

FUN WITH LUNCH 
The recipe below comes from the 

Healthy Lunchtime Challenge Cookbook which is available in 

its entirety at choosemyplate.gov and includes the                 

following child endorsed recipe: 

Recipe from:  Lauren Kuperman, age 12 

Page 4 
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Alvord Parents Participate in a Research Focus Group  

with the Berkeley Center for Eco-Literacy 

 

The topic of School Nutrition was on the minds of 12 Alvord parents who gathered on July 8, 2014 at 

the Parent Engagement Office from 2:00-4:00 in the afternoon.  They met with staff from the      

Berkeley Center for Eco-Literacy to participate in a discussion duplicated by parent groups     

throughout the State of California on the topic of school lunches.  Parents from Stokoe, La Granada, 

Promenade, Orennmaa, and Foothill Elementary Schools, and Wells Middle School expressed their 

concerns for the health and nutrition of their children.   
 

Parent concerns included a desire for organic produce and a larger variety of produce, bottled water as 

an alternative to milk, larger entre portions for older elementary school children and information 

about how menu decisions were made.  All participating parents were pleased to learn that additional 

fruits/vegetables had been added to the daily menu, local growers now supply fresh produce        

whenever possible, less pre-packaged food is served and new, student-tested recipes are being added 

to the menu.  Elementary students were recently surveyed about the quality of their lunches.  The  

results included the removal of the ―Inside-out Pizza‖ from the school menu.  It was replaced with the 

well-liked ―Pizza Pocket‖.  The Alvord Child Nutrition department is working regularly to improve 

student satisfaction. 
 

The visiting staff of the Berkeley Eco-Literacy Center was impressed with the participation and    

commitment of Alvord parents to our school district and to improving the health of their children.  

They demonstrated depth of knowledge on the issues of carbon-footprints, the high level of nutrients 

available in vine-ripened produce, the economic support needed for local farmers, the chemicals used 

in processed-packaged foods, and the dangers related to bacteria found on produce that may lack 

traceability because of being transported long distances. 
 

The Alvord School District is fortunate to have participated in this study and appreciates the           

collaboration of the parents who gave their time and ideas:  Emily Alarcon, Adriana Alba, Diana 

Champion, Aracelia DeAnda, Michelle Gianella, Karen Guillen-Mayen, Maritza Jara, Linda Mendez, 

Anita Ruiz, Xochilt Mendez, and Simone Norman.  These parents are pictured working with the    

Eco-Literacy Center staff at the bottom of pages four and five (4 and 5). 

Would your family like to submit a healthy recipe to share             

in the newsletter?  Send it by email to:  

             martha.arzaga@alvord.k12.ca.us                             

                                                               Include the names of your children who enjoy the recipe                                                        

and the Alvord school they attend.                                                       

                                                                             You may also include a digital child/family photo.                                          

Space allowing. Editor’s choice. No copy returned. 

 Call for Recipes 

Announcing:  Student Meal Price Change  
  

 Elementary Lunch from  $1.75 to $2.00 

 Secondary Lunch from  $2.00 to $2.25 

 Breakfast from  $1.50 to $1.75 
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High School Counseling Office Q and A 
 

Q: How do I find out who is my child’s counselor? 

A: Students are typically assigned to a counselor according to a student’s 

last name or by graduating class.  You can see by looking at the table to 

the right, that Hillcrest High School assigns students to their counselor 

based on their expected graduation year; whereas our other high schools 

go by alphabet. 
    

Q: When should my child talk to or meet with his counselor?   

A: Your student should meet with the counselor at least once a year to make 

sure he or she is on track to graduate.  Counselors can also help students 

make sure they are taking the right classes if they plan to attend a         

four-year college.  Universities and colleges require high school students 

to successfully complete a very specific menu of classes in order to be     

considered for admission. These college preparatory classes are known as 

the A-G requirements. 
   

Q:  The classes needed to graduate are not the same classes needed to go on 

to college? 

A: Most of the classes are the same, but more is required of the college 

bound student.  All students must take one year of Visual & Performing 

Arts or a Foreign Language to graduate from high school, but four-year 

college bound students must take two years of the same Foreign          

Language and one year of Visual & Performing Arts.  Among other    

requirements, these college bound students must also take two years of a 

Laboratory Science: biology, chemistry, physics.   
  

Q: How do I know if my child is taking the necessary college prep classes? 

A:   The best place to start is by making an appointment for you to speak with 

the counselor.  Parents, along with their child, should meet with the counselor once a year , or be in contact by phone or 

email.  Call the school counseling office to make an appointment.  It is good practice to check your child’s grades, classes, 

and credits on Aeries to be up to date on your child’s progress towards graduation before you meet with the counselor.  Be 

prepared with your questions when you go to the appointment.  The school’s webpage has complete information on high 

school graduation requirements, A-G requirements, college entry tests, and other career and college resources for students.   
 

Q: My child is having trouble with her school work and I’m afraid she’s not making very wise choices.  Can the counselors 

talk with my daughter? 

A: Absolutely.  High school counselors not only give academic support and advice, but they are also equipped to help students 

with conflict resolution, crisis counseling, and they can refer students to other school and community services.  Counselors 

are available for students before school, during lunch, after school and by appointment.  Our counselors are here to serve 

students and their families.   

HIGH SCHOOLS 

ALVORD HILLCREST 

Lisa Pynn-Tangler 

All students 

Teresa Bierbaum 

Class of 2016 

ALTERNATIVE 

EDUCATION  

CENTER 

Pam Prescott 

Class of 2017 

Shirley Marcotte 

All Students 

Art Avina 

Class of 2018 

LA SIERRA NORTE VISTA 

Lori Minamyer 

A - Co 

Alejandro Moreno 

A.A  -  Cue 

Victoria Anderson 

Cr - Ha 

Open Position 

Cun - 

    I. Hernandez 

Priscilla Grijalva 

He - Mi 

Anthony Gasparini 

J. Hernandez - 

M. Morales 

Leticia Llamas 

Mo - Ro  

Gabby Plascencia 

O. Morales - Roq 

Luis Velazquez  

Ru - Z 

Ingacio Pelayo 

Ros - Z 

“When    

children   

observe that 

home and 

school are 

engaged in a respectful              

relationship for their benefit, they 

are likely to develop more positive 

attitudes about school and 

achievement.”        

Comer and Haynes, 1997 

Exploring college options?  Try these internet resources. 
 

College Board:  Each year, the College Board helps more than seven million 

students prepare for a successful transition to college…  Find out how at: 

https://www.collegeboard.org/. 
 

University of California—This 10 campus public university 

system is one of the finest in the country with the University 

of  California, Riverside here in town. Visit this webpage for 

admission requirements and to explore career majors on each 

diverse UC campus  http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/. 
 

California State University—This 23 campus system is one of the most    

affordable in the country with Cal State University San Bernardino located 

right next door. Visit this website to gain information on all 23  unique          

Cal State campuses http://www.calstate.edu/. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentscountdowntocollegecoach.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F05%2Fcollege_130c.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentscountdowntocollegecoach.com%2F2014%2F05%2F29%2F50-college-prep-websites%2F&h=9
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After School Program    

Summer Highlights 
Brazilian Carnival 

 

This summer After School Programs 

(ASP) offered students an opportuni-

ty to avoid ―Brain Drain‖  (learning 

loss) by reviewing their knowledge 

and skills while having fun at the 

same time.  
 

Students joined activity camps where 

they participated in soccer, dance,   

science, drama, crafts and art.  The Middle School students 

had additional choices including fashion 

and design and skateboarding. 
 

All of these activities were presented in 

the theme of Brazilian Carnival.  Our 

summer kids learned about the           

demographics, culture, geography, government, arts, dance 

and music of Brazil.  They worked on art projects and  

dances that were used in our Carnival celebration. 
  

At the conclusion of the summer program, parents viewed 

the accomplishments of their children by joining our      

Brazilian Carnival which included parade floats, art      

project displays, students singing, and students dancing.       

Parents, students and staff throughout the district enjoyed 

the festive event. 

Why attend a Summer School Program? 
  

Did you know that many students lose about two months of grade 

level math skills over the summer months?  Unless you are a      

student who spends a lot of time reading all summer, you may 

also lose two months of reading achievement. (Cooper, 1996) We 

see this learning loss most often in our lower income communities       

compared to our middle income communities.  The Rand study of 

2011 found that the learning loss of summer can be cumulative, 

meaning that the loss adds up over the years.  More than half of 

the achievement gap difference can be explained by unequal    

access to summer learning opportunities.  This lack of opportunity 

creates one more obstacle for low-income students to overcome 

on the road to high school graduation and college entry.    

                        (Alexander et al, 2007) 
  

The Alvord After School Program offers a    

daytime summer school program to help reduce 

this learning loss.  The learning review        

component is the strength of the program. We 

want to minimize summer learning loss so our students with the 

most need can start the next school year ready for their new grade 

level. 

  

Another benefit of the 

ASP Summer Program 

is that we provide our 

students with         

nutritious meals.  Due 

to wide-spread        

economic uncertainty, 

many students do not 

get enough to eat each 

day during the         

summer.  Students that come to the ASP Summer Program are 

served a breakfast and lunch that includes fresh fruits, vegetables, 

grains, dairy and protein. 
  

The Alvord Unified School District is proud of the quality          

program offered each summer through After School Programs.  

This year’s virtual vacation to Brazil provided a fun, engaging,  

safe environment in which our students could work on their math 

and English/language arts skills.  We hope to see you next year as 

we journey to…      

                                                     ~ Paul Oeser, Program Manager 

Average Daily Attendance 

Site Students Site Students 

Arlanza    113 Orrenmaa    143 

Collett    118 RMK    128 

Foothill    133 Terrace    132 

La Granada    113 Twinhill    133 

McAuliffe    153 Wells    139 

Myra Linn    113 Program Total 1,279 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=brazilian%20carnival%20clip%20art%20borders&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YN6G6G_Ba8HjNM&tbnid=1rXt0GLk4se6RM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotor.com%2Ffeatures%2Fcliparts%2Fcolorful-carnival-text-9305
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=after+school+programs&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8ilI2zGB0SZbVM&tbnid=LXzs7AhynTtV2M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fschool.fultonschools.org%2Fes%2Fbarnwell%2FPages%2FSchoolClubs.aspx&ei=UhsrVPjfA-71igKO
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Keeping Up With Your Child’s Grades: 

Progress Reports, Deficiency Notices, and Report Cards 
 

There are six grading periods in the Alvord District report card   

system.  All students receive reports known as Progress Reports and 

Report Cards.  All elementary students receive grade reports four 

times a year, and elementary students who are at-risk of not      

meeting standards, receive two additional reports known as         

Deficiency Notices.  All secondary students receive grade reports 

six times a year.  These reports include Progress Reports and      

Report Cards.  See the chart on the right for distribution dates. 
 

Earlier this year, Alvord elementary teachers worked collaboratively to write new     

progress reports and report cards that will reflect student progress towards mastery of 

the new California Common Core State Standards (CCCSS).  These new grade reports 

will serve as guides for parents and teachers as students transition from grade to grade 

and make progress towards the skills needed for college and the workplace.  Though the 

content of the Progress Report Card and the Report Card has changed, the general     

reporting system remains the same. 
 

Teachers continue to use Progress Reports to inform parents of how well a student is 

making progress towards the CCCSS.  These reports are intended to call attention to any 

subject in which the child may need additional support.  Teachers may include          

comments about how attendance, behavior and work/study habits have effected the   

progress grade.  Progress Reports give students a chance to modify behaviors and make 

other changes necessary to improve the final grade at the end of the marking period. 
  

When parents receive Progress Reports or Deficiency Notices, they should discuss the 

grades with their children.  If parents need more information, they should conference 

with the teacher either in person, by telephone, or by email.  Accurate information is the 

key to helping your child obtain the learning, bring up the grade and pass the class.   

Report Cards indicate a final grade and are issued twice a year at the end of each       

semester.  In high school, final grades are recorded on transcripts and serve as an      

indicator of future success for college and the military.  
  

Parents don't have to wait for grade reports to come home.  They can view attendance, transcripts, and accumulating grades by 

logging onto Aeries, the District’s online student reporting system by visiting www.alvord.k12.ca.us and clicking on Online    

Parent Resources then selecting Studentlink (Aeries) for Parents.   

2014-15 Elementary Reports  

Distribution Dates 

Progress Report  October 10, 2014 

Deficiency Notice November 7, 2014 

Report Card  1 January 9, 2015 

Progress Report  March 6, 2015 

Deficiency Notice April 15, 2014 

Report Card  2 June 12, 2015 

Parent Education at               

Rosemary Kennedy 
 

Elementary School offers an Informative 

class for parents presented by El Sol 

Neighborhood Educational Center.  El 

Sol’s mission is to        

promote physical and     

emotional health for     

families. Margarita Lareta   

presents on topics such as:  

how to manage stress, 

ADD and ADHD       

symptoms, recognizing 

bipolar disorder,        

symptoms of post-partum 

depression, and what to do about bullying.  Fifteen parents join 

this interesting one hour class each Monday through November 

17.  Presented in Spanish. 

 

Parent University Begins at  

La Granada Elementary School   

 

La Granada School has an active Action 

Team for Partnership (ATP), a leadership 

team that includes parents and staff  

planning parent education in the form of 

Parent University. For their first 

event, 14 parents attended Par-

ent Engagement and Positive 

Parenting. Parent leaders 

Xochilt Mendez, Linda       

Mendez, and Carol Chacon 

joined staff  Carrie Mondt,  

Tiffany Lodge and Gina Maha-

raj to put on the presentation.  

Parents were engaged as they shared parenting experiences and 

their best parenting advice.  Upcoming Parent Universities are 

planned for October 30, January 30 and March 27 from        

8:15-10:00 for all La Granada parents. 

2014-15 Secondary Reports  

Distribution Dates 

1st Prog. Report October 10, 2014 

2nd Prog. Report November 7, 2014 

Report Card  

First Semester 
January 9, 2015 

3rd Prog. Report  March 6, 2015 

4th Prog. Report April 15, 2014 

Report Card  2 

Second Semester 
June 12, 2015 
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Norte Vista Parents Get AVID 
 

AVID:  Advancement Via Individual Determination 
 

On a warm summer evening in 

August, the parents of freshman 

Norte Vista High School       

students worked with  teachers, 

administrators and parent      

leaders to experience AVID  

program highlights. They met the 

AVID Coordinator, Mr. Reyes, 

the 9th grade AVID teacher, Ms. Aguirre, and Ms. Delehant, 

the 10th grade AVID teacher.  Mr. Reyes presented an overview 

of the AVID curriculum and the program expectations. He 

talked to parents about the unique support 

freshman AVID students can expect during 

their four years at Norte Vista. Principal Susan 

Boyd shared the importance of students      

connecting with school by being involved in 

school programs, clubs and activities.  She 

cited research which indicates that when     

students feel connected to their school they 

tend to stay in school longer and graduate. 

AVID can be a source of connection for students. 
 

After hearing how AVID is designed to advance students      

towards success, parents cycled through stations listening to 

seniors explain the program components.  For instance, at the 

Note Taking Station, students described how Cornell Notes 

require students to document their thinking while listening to 

class lectures, reading textbooks, and when studying.  This    

technique requires students 

to formulate questions and 

reflect on the material    

rather than simply writing 

what they hear or read.    

Because students are      

actively thinking as they 

read, listen and write, they 

better understand the      

material. 
 

At the AVID Tutorial Station, parents learned that tutoring led 

by college students is available for extra help and support in 

core content classes. This includes subjects such as English, 

math, history and science.   
 

Students at the AVID Binder    

Station demonstrated         

organized notebooks           

containing Cornell Notes,  

corrected assignments, and 

work that still needed to be 

turned in.  The work demon-

strated an impressive use of 

highlighters and Post-It Notes 

used as   organizational and study tools. The students explained 

that binders organized in this way are necessary for building 

their planning and managing their time. This benefits them now, 

in college and beyond. This planner is essen-

tially a calendar used to record homework and     

assignment due dates. AVID students are     

expected to always have a complete planner.  It 

is never acceptable to write ―no homework‖ 

since students should always be reviewing the 

week’s notes. 
 

The professional way in which the students     

managed their group and assisted with the 

event spoke volumes about the 

skills they have attained through 

AVID. There is no doubt Freshman 

AVID parents left with the         

assurance that resources are      

available for their children to     

become articulate seniors with       

organization and leadership skills. 

These students are going on to    

bigger and better futures via their individual determination.   

 

 AVID, Guiding Alvord Students Towards College  

 

AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination is a student support program designed to prepare 

all students for college and a future of success.  The program serves students who are in the ―academic 

middle‖ but who have the potential to succeed in a more rigorous academic program if they had      

additional support.  AVID provides that support and prepares students to go on to a four year college 

or university.  It is not a remedial program for students who struggle in school, nor is it a program for 

students who perform well. It does not require the support of parents with college expectations.  AVID 

provides ordinary students with the tools necessary to take the less traveled path and accomplish       

extraordinary things.  Here in Alvord our AVID programs are available in each of our middle schools and our comprehensive 

high schools. To find out more about your school’s AVID program, please contact your child’s counselor.  You can also visit the 

AVID websites: http://rimsavid.org and http://www.avid.org/. 

AVID Success Rates 

 At Norte Vista High School, in 2013, 86% of AVID   

seniors were accepted to four year universities, and 100% 

of their students complete A-G requirements for         

attending a UC/CSU. 

 Nation-wide, 74% were accepted to a four year college in 

2011, and 89% completed the A-G requirements for 

UC/CSU. 
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A Norte Vista High School 

Tradition Since 1974 
 

Parents uniting with dedication to provide scholarships for 

Latino/Hispanic students of Norte Vista High School 
 

The Padres Unidos            

organization, the United      

Parents, was formed by    

Hispanic and Latino parents 

of Norte Vista High School 

in 1974 to help less fortunate    

students. This group of     

volunteers helped families by 

making food and clothing  

baskets with fundraiser     

money. The first fundraiser 

had amazing results that cannot be duplicated today. In 

1974, fireworks were sold in roadside stands all over        

Riverside County. That first summer, NOVI Padres Unidos 

Fireworks Stand earned $10,000! Along with money from 

their projects, they used the account interest for college 

scholarships issued to Hispanic 

student graduates of Norte Vista 

High School. 
 

Padres Unidos continued fund 

raising to help students pay for 

school needs such as graduation 

caps and gowns, sports shoes, 

school clothes and food baskets. 

They also used the money to buy supplies for Norte Vista 

teachers, campus supervisors, custodians and office staff.   
 

The group’s priority is to unite in helping others; to help    

parents and children so students can succeed in school. 

In the beginning, the group only issued one to two           

scholarships ranging from $500 – $1,500.  Fourteen years 

ago, the bylaws were amended to give more scholarships in 

smaller amounts in hopes of motivating more students to go 

to college.  In over 39 years Padres Unidos has given an 

estimate of $350,000 in scholarships to approximately 1,400 

students. But we don’t work off the pennies of bank interest 

anymore.  We earn our money selling things such as     

breakfast burritos, pupusas, aguas frescas (light fruit drinks) 

and teddy bears. So look for us at NOVI events and make a    

purchase for a young person’s future, and if you would like 

to make a tax-

deductible contribu-

tion to support our 

Brave students, you 

can contact           

Esperanza Ramirez 

by emailing               

espyr56@charter.net.   
 

The Padres Unidos 

team has proudly 

helped Norte Vista students attend many of the California 

State Colleges: San Diego, Fullerton, Long Beach, San    

Bernardino, San Marcos, and San Francisco!   
 

Go NOVI!   

Go Padres Unidos!    
 

 

~ Esperanza 

Ramirez,              

Proud Parent,  

Proud Member,  

Padres Unidos 

150 Ways  

 To Show Kids You Care 

1. Notice them. 

2. Smile a lot. 

3. Acknowledge them. 

4. Learn their names. 

5. Seek them out. 

6. Remember their birthdays. 

7. Ask them about themselves. 

8. Look in their eyes when you talk to them. 

9. Listen to them. 

10. Play with them. 

11. Read aloud together. 

12. Giggle together. 

13. Be nice. 

14.  Say yes a lot. 

15. Tell them their feelings 

are ok.           

               -The Search Institute 

NOVI Padres Unidos 
Building a bridge between parents, stu-

dents, teachers and the community 

2013-2014  26 Scholarships  

2012-013  17 Scholarships  

2011-2012  36 Scholarships  

2010-2011 20 Scholarships  

I was fortunate to get a scholarship when I went to Lehigh University and Princeton... Somebody was kind enough to spend their    

money to educate people that they would never get to know.  That’s what I think philanthropy is about.   

Lee Iacocca, Ford President 1970, Chrysler CEO 1979 
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English Proficiency Pathways  
The Latest from English Language Support Services  

ELAC Spotlights 
  

Stokoe Elementary School 
  

On September 17, 2014, the first ELAC 

meeting of the school year was held at 

Stokoe Elementary.  Principal Debra       

Johnson lead the informative and engaging 

meeting.  The agenda included reviewing 

the ELAC bylaws and training parents on the roles, rights, 

and responsibilities of ELAC Officers.  Parents completed a 

needs assessment to select topics for their upcoming        

meetings.  The topics they selected are:  CELDT testing, the 

Reclassification Process, EL Program Components, the     

impact of Common Core Curriculum on English Learners, 

and Computer Resources for EL students.   
 

Stokoe ELAC members elected their ELAC Officers for the 

2014-15 school year.  Congratulations go to: 

 Norma Briceno, President; Ana Iniguez, Vice President; 

Marisela Estrada, Secretary; Marcela Vergara, DELAC 

Representative.  

  

Want to attend Stokoe’s next meeting?  Please call the school 

at 951-358-1640 to find out the date, time and location.   
 

Norte Vista High School 
  

Norte Vista High School held their first English Learner   

Advisory Committee meeting on September 23, 2014. The 

meeting was attended by parents, staff, and community   

members.  Norte Vista ELAC parents not only take their role 

of advising school officials very seriously on English learner 

program services , but they also understand that parent groups 

play a valuable role in building a support network for English 

language learners.  
  

After completing their needs assessment, Norte Vista parents 

chose to focus on the following topics:  services and support 

for EL students by the counseling staff, the Reclassification 

Process, local and State assessments taken by EL students, 

college and career readiness for ELs, and the impact of the   

A-G requirements for ELs.   
 

Norte Vista ELAC members elected their ELAC Officers for 

the 2014-15 school year.  Congratulations go to: 

Xochilt Mendez, President; Gloria Gonzalez Vice President                                 

Patricia Vazquez, Secretary; Norma Diaz  DELAC  

Representative; Patricia Vazquez, DELAC Alternate. 

 

Join Norte Vista ELAC’s membership by attending their next 

meeting.  For date, time and location, please call the school at 

951-358-1740. 

District English Advisory Committee  
Each California pubic school district with 51 or more     

English learners must form a District-level English      

Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) with the main 

purpose of advising the district’s local governing board on 

programs and services for ELs.  Each school’s ELAC must 

have the opportunity to elect at least one of its members to 

be a site representative in DELAC.   
 

DELAC meetings are held at the district office at 10365 

Keller Ave in the board room.  All meetings are held from 

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. on the following dates: 

Sept. 24  Oct. 22  Nov. 18  

    Jan. 21               Feb. 25             Mar. 18            May 6 

You Are Invited!  
To an English Learners Advisory Committee 

(ELAC) Meeting Near You 
  

Are you a parent of an English Language Learner (EL) or 

of a student who has been reclassified to Fluent English  

Proficient (FEP)?  If so, are you aware of the English   

Language Learners Advisory  Committee (ELAC) at your 

school?  This is an invitation to all parents of English 

Learners, and the community, to join and attend the      

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) meetings at 

your site.   
  

These meetings provide information on programs and     

services for English Learners.  They give parents of EL    

students the opportunity to advise school leaders on EL   

programs and services, and 

provide input on school          

decisions such as the Single 

Plan for Student Achievement, 

purchases related to the EL 

program, the annual school     

language census, a needs    

assessment, and other school     

related decisions. All ELAC 

members receive training on ELAC roles, rights and     

responsibilities, as well as training to assist them in      

advising on programs and services for EL students.    
   

All schools in the Alvord Unified School District have 

ELAC meetings.  Contact your school office for            

information on the date, time, and location of your next 

meeting.  We encourage you to attend these meetings, 

learn as much as you can, and even hold an office! 
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Parents Want to Know More About... 
The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) 

Adapted from the California Department of Education 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/celdtfaq.asp  

During the first few months of each school year, all students     

designated as English Language Learner, are assessed with 

the California English Language Development Test 

(CELDT). If you will recall, your student initially took this 

test upon enrollment in a California public school.  Your 

student will take this test again each year to see how much 

growth has been made in listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing the English language. This will happen each year 

until your student qualifies as Reclassified Fluent English 

Proficient (RFEP). The following questions and answers 

have been provided by the California Department of        

Education to provide insight on the assessment.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is the purpose of the CELDT? 

The purposes of the CELDT are the following:  

 To identify students who have limited English language 

skills and qualify as Limited English Proficient (LEP) 

 To determine LEP students’ English language proficiency 

level 

 To assess the progress of LEP students in acquiring the 

skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing in      

English   
   

Who must take the CELDT? 

When students in grades Transitional-kindergarten (TK) or        

Kindergarten through grade twelve first enroll in a            

California public school, the school district uses a Home 

Language Survey to determine a student’s primary language. 

This survey is completed by the parents or guardians at the 

time the student is first enrolled.  A student who speaks a 

language other than English in the home is given the 

CELDT to determine the student’s level of English. 
 

What does the CELDT assess? 

The CELDT assesses students in grades TK/kindergarten 

through twelve in four areas: listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing of the English language.  You can also find  

released test questions on the website noted above. 
 

Do English learners with disabilities take the CELDT?   

Yes. Students with disabilities who are also English learners, 

or newly enrolled students who have a home language other 

than English, must be take the CELDT. These students may 

test with variations, accommodations, and/or modifications 

specified in their individualized education programs (IEPs) 

or Section 504 plans. 
   

Can parents have their children exempted from taking 

the CELDT? 

No. Parents cannot ―opt out‖ of the CELDT because English 

language proficiency assessment is both a federal and state 

requirement.  (Federal legal references:  NCLB Title I,    

section 1111[b][7] and Title III, 2002; State legal reference: 

CA Education Code 313, 60810). 
 

How does an English learner become a Reclassified    

Fluent English Proficient (RFEP) student? 

Under current State law [Education Code Section 313(f)], 

students who are identified as English learners must take the 

annual administration of the CELDT until they are identified 

as RFEP. Districts establish local reclassification policies 

and procedures based on the four criteria below:  
 

 Assessment of language proficiency  

 Teacher evaluation, including, but not limited to, a review 

of the pupil’s curriculum mastery 

 Parental opinion and consultation 

 Assessment of basic skills  

 

E-Newsletters:  

Free Parent Resources 
 

You may have noticed the editors of     

Parents In Action occasionally look to  

www.colorincolorado.org for points of 

interest for our readers. 
 

We are pleased to announce that this 

website has free parent e-newsletters. 

You can sign up for one or all of the 

newsletters at no cost by visiting their 

website. 

  Boletin Informativo Colorin         

Colorado! —a bimonthly Spanish 

newsletter for parents of English 

language learners. 
 

  Growing Readers—a monthly    

periodical, written especially for   

parents, full of tips for raising strong  

readers and writers.  In Spanish and 

English. 
 

  ELL News—up to date headlines 

related to English language learners. 
 

Also for free on the same website are: 
 

Tip Sheets and Guides for Parents: 

  Reading Tip Sheets for Parents 

  Parent Tips:  Help Your Child Have 

a Good School Year 

  Tips for Parents:  Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

  The Resources at Your Library 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/celdtfaq.asp

