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―Children are great 

imitators.  So give 

them something   

great to imitate.‖ 
www.verybestquotes.com 

Parental Wisdom 

Michelle Howard,  

Instructional Coach, trains 

parents at Terrace School 

Parent University         

training at  

Wells Middle School 

Promenade School parents 

and staff receive ATP  

training together 

Parent, Xochitl Mendez, 

trains ATP teams 

Thank you!  Hundreds of parent survey responses 

to our Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) 

have poured into the office.  I see many reoccur-

ring suggestions with clear connections to improv-

ing student achievement:  smaller class sizes, stu-

dent access to technology, enhanced music and 

sports programs, teacher training in the new com-

mon core standards.  

As Parent Engagement Coordinator, I support 

your viewpoint that parents see THEIR involve-

ment as an important and valuable tool to in-

crease student achievement.  We are working with 

you and our staff to improve communication and 

increase parent education opportunities. 

Last year we launched the Action Teams for Part-

nerships (ATP).  We now have eleven schools 

trained.  These parent leadership teams work with 

teachers and staff to look at the parent involve-

ment needs of their schools and create an action 

plan to address those needs.  We plan to expand 

this program to all schools next school year.  See 

your principal to join an ATP team.                                                                                               

The ATP philosophy supports the idea that parent 

involvement is vital to the academic success of our 

students.  By developing a partnership that is aca-

demic focused between parents and the school, we 

create avenues for success for all stakeholders.    

We have hosted many opportunities for parents to 

discuss and become better informed as school part-

ners.  Our Parent Universities and parent educa-

tion programs provide information, ideas and a 

way for parents to connect to the academic life of 

their children.   

For a list of parent education workshops 

that took place during the                           

2013-14 school year, see page 7. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=x4FDiqcpke6zzM&tbnid=uu1TBW7_phAgBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sidscanada.org%2Fgrievingfamilies.html&ei=wMtCU_faO-_lygHNm4HIBw&bvm=bv.64125504,d.aWc&psig
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PEP GRANT 

NEWS! 
 

Alvord is in its second 

year of implementing 

the Carol M. White PEP Grant, and our students are 

reaping the rewards.  This Let’s Move initiative spon-

sored by First Lady Michelle Obama has enhanced our 

P.E. programs by providing new equipment to our 

schools and training for our teachers.  Just look 

around and you will see in use our new: 
 

 Heart Rate Monitors    Activity Monitors 

 Fitness Center Equipment    Sound Equipment 

 Fitness Boot Camp Equipment 

Through our PEP Grant project we have hosted five 

events:  two community-wide Family Fitness Nights, 

and two school site events held at Loma Vista and Ari-

zona Middle Schools. At these events families enjoyed 

participating in fun and healthy activities. Did YOU 

take on the rock wall challenge?   
 

Our District focus on nutrition along with our focus on 

fitness equals a winning combination for our students.  

The Healthy Schools Program helps students acquire 

lifelong healthy eating habits in order to maintain a 

healthy body weight. With the support of Kaiser Per-

manente and the Alvord Child Nutrition Services, 

Wellness Committees have been established at each of 

our 22 schools.  These committees are made up of par-

ents, students, and school/district staff.  Many schools 

are hosting running clubs, Healthy Family Nights 

such as cooking demonstrations, Breakfast in the 

Classroom programs, cooking lessons at Half-Time 

and healthy snacks offered at recess.    
 

This could not be accomplished without our Partners 

in Health including:  Kaiser Permanente,  The Dairy 

Council, The City of Riverside:  Department of Public 

Health, the University of California School of Exten-

sion:  Nutrition Education, Action for Healthy Kids, 

our own Child Nutrition Services and our newest part-

ner, the Alliance for a Healthier Generation.  
 

The PEP grant targets students in grades four 

through ten and all of our students benefit from les-

sons designed to increase their  levels of physical ac-

tivity. Our students are moving more during physical 

education class and during recess.   
 

Teachers were recently trained in SPARK P.E., which 

gives schools a new variety of equipment and activities 

for their classes.  Our upper-grade students are mov-

ing with HOP-Sports, a program much like the Wii, in 

which students watch and follow an athlete host who 

teaches them skills through repetition.  The program 

incorporates iTunes so that students can continue re-

peating the skills while listening to music.  

  

We want to inspire the entire 

Community to get out and 

move!  

If you are interested in getting in-

volved, please email Patricia Suppe 
(patricia.suppe@alvord.k12.ca.us)  

Carol M. White Physical Education Program 

        

Activity monitors in use 

PE teachers in training 

Grains benefit the body 

Rock climbing challenge  

mailto:patricia.suppe@alvord.k12.ca.us
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Gifted Children and the Parents’ Role 

 

McAuliffe and Stokoe Elementary Schools have active Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) parent 

groups.  Under the direction of Kathleen Kennedy, GATE Coordinator and supported by 

Principals Gerardo Aguilar and Debra Johnson, these groups are participating in a book 

study of A Parent Guide to Gifted Children by James Webb. The group first discussed 

the varied traits of Gifted children during an overview presentation by Mrs. Kennedy on 

Understanding Giftedness. 
  

Parents were interested in understanding the spectrum of GATE  student needs in 

terms of academic achievement, behavior, and social interactions.  Parents read and dis-

cussed from the book such topics as Communication:  The Key to Relationships; Motiva-

tion, Enthusiasm, and Underachievement and Intensity, Perfectionism and Stress.  They 

also had an opportunity to discuss the unique challenges of raising a GIFTED 

child.  The book study met monthly this Spring at McAuliffe Elementary School in a 

round-table discussion forum where we learned from the experiences of one another.  If 

you are interested in hosting a GATE parenting book study at your school, please see 

your principal or call the GATE office (951) 509-5163. 

eBooks Available All Summer 
 

The generous people of the Alvord Materials Center want to remind all  parents and students that we are 

providing eBooks all summer long through online FollettShelf, even though 

our libraries are closed.  The eBooks can be accessed by visiting 

http://destiny.alvordusd.org and clicking on the student’s school site to 

open the DESTINY QUEST page.  Students should log in with their 

username (Permanent ID#) and password (First name) with an initial capi-

tal letter.  Students can then click on the FollettShelf link at the top of the 

page to see all of the eBooks for their school library.  After students have 

clicked the READ button on their selected book, they can look inside the 

BOOKBAG icon for the CHECKOUT button. 
 

Additionally, the Britannica School subscription is available all summer, including videos and magazine arti-

cles.  Access is available at http://school.eb.com. 

EBooks are also available from: 
 

 Riverside Public Library—http//read.riversideca.gov/search — you need a library card 

 Corona Public Library—http://coronapubliclibrary.lib.overdrive.com—you need a library card 

 Riverside County Public Library—http://rivlib.info/riverside-county-library-system/ebooks— library card 

How many books can you read this summer ? 

Visit your local library: 

Arlanza Branch 

8267 Philbin Ave., Riverside, CA   92503 
 

La Sierra Branch   

4600 La Sierra Ave., Riverside, CA   92505 
 

Corona Public Library                                                

650 S. Main St., Corona, CA   92882 
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Parent Engagement Makes a Difference 
 

Studies have shown that schools with parents who are involved in decision making and advocacy have higher 

levels of student achievement and greater public support (PTA 2004).  This is why our schools in Alvord Unified 

open the doors and welcome parents.  Whether it’s to help out in a classroom, attend the various parent com-

mittee meetings, have lunch on the lawn with your children or to attend sporting events or dramatic theater, 

our doors are always open to you.  Please come join our teams, visit your child’s classroom, help out a teacher, 

volunteer in the office or the library and learn about your child’s world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meeting 
Back-to-School Night in Transitional Kinder (TK) class 

Parents and their children enjoying  Read With Me At Lunch   

Promenade Parents Get Active 



Alvord Parents in Action  Page 5 

 Alvord Parents and Students Read Across America 
 

Read Across America is an annual reading awareness and motivation program that encourages every child in 

every community across our nation to celebrate reading.  This event, first launched in 1998 by the National 

Education Association, takes place every March 2 in conjunction with the birthday of the beloved children’s 

author, Dr. Seuss.  Each year on this special day America enjoys celebrating reading and the wonderful sense 

of humor of a unique author at the same time.   
 

Grown-ups from all walks of life visit schools with their finest red and white striped stovepipe hats and their 

long striped socks to enjoy reading their favorite children’s book.  Take a look at the reading that took place 

across Alvord!  Some schools opened their doors for guest readers, other schools took advantage of the festive 

mood to host family dinners, picnics and book fairs.  

https://d2d00szk9na1qq.cloudfront.net/Product/adaa7c15-3b33-4951-80dd-98fb8d2ca9c7/Images/Large_DI-502.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=cat%20in%20the%20hat%20stationary&safe=active&hl=en&bih=575&biw=1280&tbm=isch&tbnid=9-tk1Xzo20U1kM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FEureka-Computer-Package-Sheets-812110%2Fdp%2FB003VQJREA&docid=xDUMhbAZmbzgFM&imgu
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=cat%20in%20the%20hat%20stationary&safe=active&hl=en&bih=575&biw=1280&tbm=isch&tbnid=9-tk1Xzo20U1kM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FEureka-Computer-Package-Sheets-812110%2Fdp%2FB003VQJREA&docid=xDUMhbAZmbzgFM&imgu
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The Twinhill Tornadoes, big and 

small, blew onto campus on March 

3rd dressed up as their  favorite 

storybook character in honor of  

Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  
 

Students cheered with excitement 

as they recognized characters from 

their best-loved books, but the ex-

citement didn’t end there. Teachers 

and parents organized fun Dr. 

Seuss themed activities.  All over 

campus students were listening to 

stories read by guest readers.    

Perhaps most special of all was an 

appearance by THE Cat in the Hat 

himself.   
 

The  faithful volunteers of the 

Twinhill PTA put together a    

magnificent breakfast to show our 

appreciation to our guest readers.   

But, alas, we do not like green eggs 

and ham and therefore they were 

not on the menu! 
 

Of course the reading continues at 

school and at home as parents   

encourage students to log over 100 

minutes of reading this week and 

through-out the Twinhill school 

year! 

Twinhill Tornadoes           

Celebrate Reading 

Parents enjoyed reading to their children at 

Terrace School for their  

Read Across America Celebration. 
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Facebook  …  who knew it would be a 

source for boredom cures!  A friend posted 

these words of wisdom on my page  from 

gratefulfortheride.blogspot.com.      Kathleen 
 

So you’re bored, you say? 

Have you … 

B een creative? 

O utside playing? 

R ead a book? 

E xercised for 20 min? 

D one something helpful? 
 

 

 

That should cure it! 

Thank you, Smart and Final, for      

Donating all the Goodies 

for the Dr. Seuss Birthday Party 

Are Your Kids Bored? 

Arizona Middle School   

Parent University  

Positive Parenting 

Learning at Home 

Communicating at Home 

Decision Making 

College/Career Night 

4 Year Academic Plans 
 

Hillcrest High School 

College Information Night 
 

La Granada Elementary  

Triple P Parenting 

SMART Riverside 

Family Literacy     

 

La Sierra High School 

College Night 

FAFSA Information 
 

Loma Vista Middle School    

Aeries.net On-line 

Struggling  Students  

College and Career Night 

Transitions to MS and HS 

Reclassifying in CELDT 

Healthy Family Nights 
 

McAuliffe Elementary  

Gifted Children;             

 The Parent’s Role 
 

Norte Vista High School 

Gang awareness 

Teen Depression 

Family Insurance  

School Clubs 

SMART Riverside 

Parenting Skills, J. Lopez 

Bullying 
 

Orrenmaa Elementary 

Family Education Nights 

with a menu of options 
 

Promenade Elementary 

Aeries.net On-line 

PATT Time Instruction 

 Modeling (see p.10) 

Math Concepts Night 

Common Core Standards 

Rigorous Curriculum  

 Design 

Rosemary Kennedy (RMK) 

Common Core Standards 

Smarter Balance Testing 
 

Stokoe Elementary  

Family Reading Night 

Family Math Night 

Gifted Children;  

 The Parent’s Role 
 

Terrace Elementary  

Latino Family Literacy 

 Project 

Goal Setting 

Parent Conferences 

Superintendent’s Forum 

Aeries.net On-line  

Common Core Standards 

Character Counts 

 

Wells Middle School      

Parenting, E.Essenwanger 

Parent University Courses  

Parent Engagement 

Positive Parenting 

Communication 

Learning at Home     

Decision Making        
 

Parent Engagement Office 

Parent Leadership  

       Training (PELI) 

Beginning English 

Intermediate English 

Triple P Parenting 

Parenting with J. Lopez,  

 E. Essenwanger      

Planned Parenthood 

NOVI High School          

  Success Project 

LCAP, Local Control  

 Accountability Plan 

Aeries.net On-line  

American School System  

Teens and the Law 

Parent-Teen Relationships  

 in a Challenging  World  

Gifted Children; The 

 Parent’s Role 

                      

Parent Education in Alvord USD, 

School Year 2013-14  
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School Board 

Leadership 
 

By Kathleen Kennedy, Editor 
 

Have you ever wondered what the 

role of a school board is in Califor-

nia public schools?  To find a suc-

cinct  explanation, I turned to the 

California School Board Associa-

tion’s document, School Board 

Leadership:  The role and func-

tion of California’s school boards, 

(2007). School board members are 

locally elected officials entrusted 

with governing a community’s 

public schools.  They provide a 

system of citizen oversight, which 

is the traditional cornerstone of 

democracy in the United States.  

Government run organizations in 

this country are staffed by experts 

and governed by civilians. 
 

So what are the responsibilities of 

a school board?  What does it ac-

tually mean to govern our schools?  

A board member’s first role is to 

be responsive to the values, be-

liefs and priorities of the commu-

nity.  They do this through five 

major responsibilities:  setting the 

direction for our schools 

(establishing long-term vision), 

establishing an effective and effi-

cient structure for the school dis-

trict (employing the superinten-

dent, adopting budget priorities, 

and overseeing policy), providing 

support (supporting the superin-

tendent, acting in a professional 

manner, ensuring a positive per-

sonnel climate), ensuring account-

ability to the public (monitoring 

effectiveness of policies, expendi-

tures and decisions), and acting 

as community leaders (providing 

clear communication to the com-

munity).  Of course their roles go 

much deeper than this succinct 

over view.  If you would like more 

information on the role of the 

school board, this document is 

available at www.csba.org. 

Alvord Unified School District Board Members 

Mr. Greg Kraft 

President 

Mrs. Carolyn Wilson 

Clerk 

Mr. Ben Johnson II 

Vice President 

Mr. Art Kaspereen 

Member 

Mr. José Luis Pérez 

Member 

What is Unique About California Schools? 
 

According to the California School Board Association publication, School Board Leadership:  The role and func-

tion of California’s school boards, (2007), California public schools serve more than 6 million students. That is 

more students than the total population in many states.  We are the largest public school system in the United 

States, and we have the most diverse student body.  Over 5,000 school board members govern more than 1,000 

school districts and county offices of education.  California school districts range from districts with fewer than 

20 students to the largest urban district with over 600,000 students (Los Angeles).  We have districts that are 

organized with solely elementary students and districts that are organized with only secondary students.  Dis-

tricts serving grades TK-12 are known as ―unified‖ school districts.   
 

Often a school district is the largest employer in a community, has the largest transportation and food service 

operations, and has the greatest number of facilities to maintain.  Alvord Unified School District serves a  

student population numbering approximately 19,493; we feed approximately 15,000 students a day;  we main-

tain 23 school facilities and multiple office buildings; we run 60 student bus routes per day.  We employee a 

staff of 1,816 people making us the 9th largest employer in the City of Riverside with Riverside School District 

(2nd), Jurupa School District (6th) and the University of Riverside (1st), all making the Top 10 largest employ-

ers list. 

AUSD School Board Meetings  
 

When:  7:00 p.m. on the first and third 

 Thursdays each month 
                             

Location:  District Office Board Room   

     10365 Keller Avenue  

     Riverside 
 

For information call Linde Cobb:     

(951)509-5070 
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Featured Volunteer:  Adriana Rocha, Twinhill School 
   Interviewed by Maria Cornejo,  Teacher on Special Assignment 

 

This month we are featuring extraordinary Twinhill parent volunteer Adriana Rocha.  Mrs. Rocha keeps the 

student store, the Beehive, alive and buzzing.  She started volunteering last year 

after her two daughters came home with new pencils and erasers.  Being primarily a 

Spanish speaker and not understanding what a beehive was, she tried looking it up 

in a dictionary.   When that didn’t help, she started asking other parents about the 

Beehive; but they were as lost as she was.  That was when she realized she needed 

to know more about what was going on at school.   
 

It wasn’t long before Adriana began spending more time at school and started      

attending parent classes through the Twinhill Parent University.  This soon lead to 

volunteering at the Beehive Store.  She remembers being amazed at how happy the 

kids were when they came in to spend their bee-bucks, pretend money provided by 

the PTA to teachers who reward students for behaviors such as bee-ing responsible, 

bee-ing ready for class and even for walking to school on Walking Wednesdays.    

Students get an extra bee-buck if a parent walks with them! 
 

Adriana is now hooked on volunteering and has become the Beehive coordinator.  

She puts in more than six hours a week of shopping and ordering, organizing the 

store, assigning value to the items, and calling parents to help.  She shared with me that she actually spends 

less time on the store now that she’s learned a few tricks of efficiency.   One of those tricks is relying on other 

great volunteers to make the store run.  Adriana’s smile beams as she describes how everyone works together 

to ensure that every     student leaves happy.  Parents manage the line, assist students in counting their bee-

bucks, and help students make their purchase decisions.  She’s impressed when students come with their 

bucks already counted and their decisions made.  Adriana wants parents to know that students who come this 

prepared have actually  accomplished a complex task and are learning skills for their future.   
 

Since Spanish was Adriana’s first language, she found it challenging to communicate with the students who 

spoke English.  This helped motivate her to take English as a Second Language (ESL) offered by the Alvord 

Parent Engagement Office.  While she works in the store, she practices her English with the students.       

Adriana also told with me that she didn’t know how the public school system worked.  After volunteering at 

Twinhill and taking the ESL class, she now knows more about what school is like for her children and what 

will be required of them as they move through the grades.  I can see that Adriana is a proud mama as she   

describes how her daughters beam when they see her in the Beehive.  She hears them proudly announcing to 

their friends, ―My mother helps in the Beehive and she can help you.‖  Helping the students in the Beehive 

while she is learning, too, is what Adriana thinks is important about her volunteer work.   
 

Besides her busy Beehive schedule, Mrs. Rocha is an active member of the school’s PTA, ELAC, and SSC.    

Mrs. Parsons, the principal at Twinhill, says that Adriana helps with other school events such as family movie 

nights, flag  ceremonies, and book fairs.  Adriana says that she believes it is important to work with other   

parent groups.  She said, ―I try to give to groups whose parents volunteer at the Beehive. I help out with their  

projects because reciprocity is important.‖  Adriana was chosen to receive this year’s PTA Founder’s Day 

Award which recognizes volunteers and community partners for their outstanding service to children.         

Principal Mary Parsons says of Adriana, ―I am so impressed that this quiet, shy mother who mostly speaks 

Spanish is so involved in our school community.  Language is NOT a barrier for her!  I applaud her and her 

efforts to put Twinhill students FIRST‖ 
 
 

Adriana wants parents to know that schools 

offer great opportunities for them to give of 

their time.  So join a parent group,  attend 

school events, and get involved..  Our doors 

are always open!  
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Parents are Teachers 

During  PATT    
 

Earlier this school year, a team of  

Promenade parents and staff 

formed an Action Team for Partner-

ship (ATP) through attending the Parent Engage-

ment Leadership Initiative training (PELI).  From 

this training grew the seeds for PATT, Parent Assist-

ed Teaching Time.  Teachers from every grade level 

modeled for parents a variety of strategies and tech-

niques to be used at home with their students.   Par-

ents attended school with their children, observed the 

lessons and then returned home to apply what they 

learned with their children.  

First grade parents rotated through two thirty mi-

nute class sessions for reading and math instruction.  

They learned about reading fluency and comprehen-

sion as the teacher modeled strategies with the chil-

dren.  In math, parents learned the Number Talks 

strategy, computing math in their heads and then  

describing how they solved the problem.  The third 

grade team also shared  Number Talks with parents 

using Area Model to multiply. There were many ―ah-

has‖ in these classrooms. 

Fourth Grade parents were taken into the computer 

lab and shown what the new SBAC state test will 

look like. They, too, worked with Number Talks on 

fourth grade material taking it to the problem solving 

level.  

Parents of fifth graders observed  a writing lesson 

and received a checklist of writing strategies to use at 

home with their students.   Their lesson focused on 

the genre of research report writing. 

Parents went away with a clearer understanding of 

what their children are learning.  They asked many 

questions and enjoyed seeing their kids in action 

throughout the day.  They took home practical ideas 

for use with homework. Relationships were formed as 

teachers trained another set of teachers—known as 

the Parents of Promenade Elementary School!  

Calendar  

Preview 

Be a Playful 

Parent 
Jump in Puddles           

Play pretend   

Have picnics in the living room  
GET MESSY  

laugh at their jokes   

CAMP OUT IN THE       

BACK YARD   

Have dance parties  

BE FUN!  
Play in the Mud                  

Climb Trees,  Explore 

TICKLE!   

Create art together  

ACT SILLY! 
Play in the Rain  

Give Eskimo kisses  

Give butterfly kisses  

Say YES often  

Read extra story                                            

from www.growingajeweledrose.com 

2014-2015 

Student School Year 

08/14/14 – 06/04/15 

 

School starts Thursday, August 14, 2014 
 

      Thanksgiving Break          Winter Break 

      11/24/14 – 1/28/14        12/22/14 – 01//01/15 

 

      President’s Week       Spring Break 

      02/09/15 – 02/16/14       03/30/14 – 04/03/14 

 

Student Registration Dates 

     TK/K–12, 2014 – 15           TK/K,  2015 – 2016 

     07/28/14 – 08/08/14        03/16/15 – 03/27/15 
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   Home Language Boosts English Acquisition 
 

Do you speak a language other than English at home?  If you do, consider yourself fortu-

nate because your home language can be a great asset to your child’s academic success.  

Research shows that the primary language is one of the greatest strengths second lan-

guage learners bring to the classroom. Students who are able to continually use their 

home language are able to build their underlying language foundation.   
 

Students who are learning English and have strong native language skills are more likely 

to achieve parity with native English speaking students than those with weak native lan-

guage skills (Thomas & Collier, 2002).  Language skills developed in the first language, 

including literacy skills, transfer to a second language (Cummins, 2000).  Students use 

the same process for learning the second language as they did the first.  Effective teachers are familiar with the 

student’s native language ability, literacy skills and their schooling in their native language, as well as the fun-

damental principles of language acquisition.  These teachers use the primary language as a resource; therefore, 

it does not become a problem to be overcome.  
 

* Dr. Stephen Krashen, a renown linguist and educational researcher, points out in his Comprehensible Input 

Hypothesis ( 1981) , that we acquire language when we can understand messages in that language.  When stu-

dents are exposed to a second language, it must be modified for understanding.  If it can fit into an existing lan-

guage structure of a rich and well-developed home language, children are better able to acquire knowledge, un-

derstanding, and skills when learning takes place in the new language, English.   
 

If you continue to engage your children in their home language, your children will not only learn English more 

effectively and do better in school, but they will benefit well into their future years from speaking two lan-

guages.   

English Proficiency Pathways  
The Latest from English Language Support Services  

Primary Language Support Makes Students Successful 
 

When teachers use the students’ native language to support instruction in English it is 

called Primary Language Support.  One of the most effective Primary Language Support 

techniques is Preview-Review, which takes just a few minutes before and after a lesson.  

For the preview, a teacher (or bilingual assistant) has a brief discussion in the primary 

language to connect to their prior knowledge.  When teaching a unit on plants, for exam-

ple, a teacher asks students to share in their primary language what they know about 

plants.  The teacher then guides the discussion to go over key ideas in the lesson which 

will be later taught in English.  
 

Before beginning to read, the teacher may scan the features of the book they will be reading and discuss them in 

the primary language.  They will look at the book cover, the title page, the table of contents and the pictures to 

help students understand the characters and settings, or encourage the students to make predictions about 

what they think will happen. After this brief preview, the teacher reads the book in English using appropriate 

comprehension strategies and techniques.  Following the lesson, the teacher briefly reviews the key points or 

asks comprehension questions in the primary language.   
 

Researchers have found that second language learners who were taught through the Preview-Review process 

learn more vocabulary than students who were only taught in English, or who were taught with direct, concur-

rent translation, a word-for-word translation of everything the teacher says.  This is one of the least effective 

instructional methods because the students have no need to pay attention to the spoken English.  Because the 

translator is doing the thinking, no comprehensible input actually occurs.  * Remember Dr. Krashen from the 

article above, the instruction must be modified for understanding to have comprehensible input. 
 

The most important thing you can do to boost the English skills of your children, is to make sure you enrich 

their primary language experiences at home by having frequent conversations with them in their native lan-

guage.  Make your home a literacy-rich environment by having a variety of reading materials.  In the long run 

you are not only helping your children be successful students, but you are developing bilingual adults.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjanetcromer.com%2Fwp-content%2Fmedia%2F2011%2F03%2FiStock_000014404700XSmall1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjanetcromer.com%2Fresources%2Ftips-for-families-caregivers%2Fbrain-injury-caregiver-cognitive-rehabi
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thepoweroffollowup.com%2Fclientuploads%2Freviews-icon.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thepoweroffollowup.com%2Fraves%2F&h=370&w=480&tbnid=92PWHVrZmo_gKM%3A&zoom=1&q=review%20icon&docid=4b5kQgMBmDgfxM&hl
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Parents Value ELAC at Arlanza School 

  By Maria Escalera                                                                                                                                                  

Teacher on Special Assignment, ELL Services 

Each California public school with 21or more English 

learners must form an English Learner Advisory Com-

mittee which is often known as ELAC.  The group is 

responsible for advising the principal and staff on pro-

grams and services for English learners, and giving 

input to the School Site Council on the development of 

the Single Plan for Student Achievement.   
 

If you are a parent of a student 

who is an English learner, we 

need you to participate in the 

ELAC meetings at your school.  

Parents receive training to help 

them carry out the duties of 

membership.  Meetings follow 

an agenda; however, there is a 

time for community questions 

and concerns.  Participants 

learn about the school govern-

ance process, how the education 

process works, the parent role 

and how to help their children 

learn.  
 

Recently I attended the monthly ELAC meeting at   

Arlanza Elementary School.  Parent and ELAC Presi-

dent, Paloma Nieblas lead the meeting under the guid-

ance and support of  Dawn Elliott, Project Specialist/

Instructional Coach.  Information was provided  from 

the School Site Council agenda and they were discuss-

ing the need for collaboration between ELAC and 

School Site Council.  Other items on the agenda includ-

ed the School Plan, student attendance, the student-

parent-school compact, and parent attendance at the 

California Association for Bilingual Education Confer-

ence (CABE).  Each month a report is made to the 

school committee of the information given at the Dis-

trict English Language Advisory Committee also 

known as DELAC.  The Arlanza School DELAC Repre-

sentative,  Evenly Pena addressed the group on the 

information given by Dr. Sid Salazar, Superintendent. 
 

It is evident that the Arlanza ELAC parents under-

stand their role in school governance and know how to 

run the monthly ELAC 

meetings.   
 

In talking with the parents 

who were present, I found 

them to be enthusiastic 

about helping their chil-

dren: 
 

―I enjoy coming to the 

ELAC meetings because I 

learn more about the pro-

grams and how to help my 

child succeed.‖ said Eva 

Santamaria. 
 

―I learn about the programs, but most of all I enjoy the 

unity of the parents.  We have an opportunity to meet 

and work with other parents.‖ said Magna Gonzalez. 
 

Parent involvement is a critical element of student 

achievement.  When parents of English learners learn 

how to work with their children,  the children have sig-

nificant improvement in language skills.  The Alvord 

School District encourages your involvement in an 

ELAC meeting at your school.   We encourage you to 

participate in all school activities such as Parent Uni-

versity classes (see p. 7) and ATP teams (see p. 1).  All 

Alvord schools have ELAC meetings.  Please contact 

your school principal for meeting and event schedules. 

Knowing two languages is a gift you can give your child.  Many children lose the 

ability to speak and read in Spanish when growing up in the United States.  With  

encouragement from you, though, your child can become fluent in not just one lan-

guage, but two.     
Colorín Colorado! www.colorincolorado.org/families/home 

 

 

 

If you and your child are more comfortable speaking Spanish, then sing, talk, 

read, and encourage your child every day in Spanish!  This will build speaking, 

listening, and understanding skills.  These skills will later help your child speak and read 

English.                

     Arlanza Elementary School ELAC meeting 


